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FROM THE EDITOR 


Influence 
can span 
generations, 
categories, 
and 
perspectives 


Stepping up 


WHERE DO YOU FIND INFLUENCE IN 2024? 
You can start with the offices of the Anti- 
Corruption Foundation in Vilnius, Lithuania, 
where TIME met with Yulia Navalnaya earlier 
this spring. There, the activist is working with 
60 supporters—whose anti-Kremlin activities 
include tracking down the villas, yachts, and 
bank accounts of the Russian political elites— 
inside three fully operational production stu- 
dios and a high-tech control room. Navalnaya 
spoke with TIME’s Simon Shuster less than two 
months after the death of her husband Alexei 
Navalny, who many called Vladimir Putin’s 
fiercest critic, in a Russian prison camp. In 
2022, Shuster profiled Navalny for the cover 
of TIME, calling him “the man Putin fears.” 
Now, it is Navalnaya’s turn. She says she and 
her husband did not discuss what she would do 
in the case of his death. But following the news 
on Feb. 16, she felt she had only one choice: to 
step up in his role as the head of the anti-Putin 
protest movement. She says she wants to give 
Navalny’s followers a belief in Russia’s future, 
as well as a sense of hope: “Most of all I wanted 
to give them some relief, to comfort them.” 

She joins the TIME100, our annual list of 
the most influential people in the world. The 
cover subjects in addition to Navalnaya: actor 
Taraji P. Henson, who is fighting for equality 
in Hollywood; National Football League star 
Patrick Mahomes, who has led his Kansas City 
Chiefs to four Super Bowl appearances in his 
young career; and entertainer Dua Lipa, who 
Patti Smith describes as redefining “the pop- 
genre cosmos.” Later in April, we'll gather 
together with the newest members of the 
TIME100 community for a day of conversation 
at the TIME100 Summit and for our annual 
TIME100 Gala. For the fifth year in a row, the 
gala will be broadcast in the U.S. on ABC, on 
May 12, and stream on Hulu. 


WE SPEND MONTHS discussing who belongs 
on the TIME100, the people who we believe 
most changed the stories that define the past 
year. This year’s TIME100 team was led by Dan 
Macsai and Cate Matthews and included Merrill 
Fabry, Lucy Feldman, Ayesha Javed, Sanya 
Mansoor, and Erin McMullen, with design by 
Katie Kalupson and photo editing by Dilys Ng 
and Kim Bubello, all of whom worked for 
months to bring the list to life. 

Influence, we know, is complex: it can be 
for better and for worse, it can span genera- 
tions, categories, and perspectives. There are 
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YULIA 
NAVALNAYA 


Cover photographs for TIME by 
Zhong Lin (Lipa); Joshua Kissi (Mahomes); 
AB+DM (Henson); Kristina Varaksina (Navalnaya) 


12 climate and sustainability leaders on this 
year’s TIME100, including Brazilian govern- 
ment Minister Marina Silva, Chinese auto- 
maker Wang Chuanfu, and researcher Suzanne 
Simard. In a year of change in medicine, we 
recognize health care executive Dave Ricks and 
scientists Dan Drucker, Joel Habener, and Svet- 
lana Mojsov. The Hamas attacks on Israel on 
Oct. 7 and subsequent Israeli assault on Gaza 
have transformed the region and the lives of 
millions. The TIME100 includes negotiators 
William Burns and Mohammed bin Abdul- 
rahman Al Thani, Palestinian photographer 
Motaz Azaiza, and Rachel Goldberg-Polin, the 
mother of an Israeli hostage. Each of their sto- 
ries has shifted our world. 

Now in our 101st year, TIME continues to 
evolve. Today, we convene our TIME100 com- 
munity across the globe, with events span- 
ning 12 cities and four continents. We’ve also 
launched new lists, such as TIME100 AI and 
TIME100 Climate, to recognize even more 
extraordinary leaders. In May, we will announce 
and gather the TIME100 Health community for 
the very first time. TIME100 is an unparalleled 
way for us to tell essential stories about the peo- 
ple and ideas that shape and improve the world. 
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EXPLORE EGYPT 


WITH THE WORLD’S MOST 
RENOWNED ARCHAEOLOGISTS 


No one can tour Egypt like this — except for you, 
when you come and join us! 
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Dr. Khaled El-Enany 


Egypt's First Minister 
of Tourism & Antiquities 


Dr. Mostafa Waziri 


One of Egypt's Heads 
of Antiquities 


Dr. Zahi Hawass 
World's Most Famous Archaeologist 
& One of TIME’s 100 Most Influential 
People In The World of 2006 
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UNLOCK ANCIENT SECRETS, LEARN FIRSTHAND ABOUT THE LATEST DISCOVERIES 
AND GAIN BEYOND-THE-GUIDEBOOK INSIGHTS WITH THE MOST INFLUENTIAL FIGURES IN EGYPTOLOGY 


ENJOY THE LUXURY OF EXCLUSIVE VIP ACCESS 
TO EGYPT'S GREATEST WONDERS 


VIP tour of the Grand Egyptian Museum, 
the largest archaeological museum in the world, with one of its directors 


Private visits to the Giza Pyramids and Luxor Temple 
outside regular opening hours for a more intimate and crowd-free experience 


A chance to stand between the paws of the Great Sphinx 
instead of seeing it from a distant viewing platform 


Private entry to the Great Pyramid of Khufu, 
with a visit to the Queen's and Subterranean Chambers — both closed to the public 


Private entry to the Valley of the Kings and King Tut’s Tomb 


Tours of active excavation sites that are off-limits to the public, including 
the Lost Golden City, the most important Egyptian discovery of this century 


Special access to Taposiris Magna Temple, 
the likely long-lost resting place of Cleopatra 


And many more once-in-a-lifetime experiences! 


Travel in true royal style — stay in historic hotels, sail 
ona luxury Nile cruiser and savor the finest cuisine. 


START YOUR EXTRAORDINARY TOUR OF EGYPT TODAY! 
& www.ArchaeologicalPaths.com © contact@archaeologicalpaths.com Qa 7-724-2772 


Urgent: Special Summer Driving Notice ADVERTISEMENT 


To some, sunglasses are a fashion accessory... 


But When Driving, 
These Sunglasses 
May Save Your Life! ; 


Drivers’ Alert: Driving can expose you to more 
dangerous glare than any sunny day at the beach can... 


Studies by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) show that most (74%) 


do you know how to protect yourself? 


Ihe sun rises and sets at peak travel 

periods, during the early morning and 
afternoon rush hours and many drivers 
find themselves temporarily blinded while 
driving directly into the glare of the sun. 
Deadly accidents are regularly caused by 
such blinding glare with danger arising 
from reflected light off another vehicle, the 
pavement, or even from waxed and oily 
windshields that can make matters worse. 
Early morning dew can exacerbate this 
situation. Yet, motorists struggle on despite 
being blinded by the sun’s glare that can 
cause countless accidents every year. 


Not all sunglasses are created equal. 
Protecting your eyes is serious business. 
With all the fancy fashion frames out 
there it can be easy to overlook what 
really matters—the lenses. So we did our 
research and looked to the very best in optic 
innovation and technology. 


Sometimes it does take a rocket scientist. 
A NASA rocket scientist. Some ordinary 
sunglasses can obscure your vision by 
exposing your eyes to harmful UV rays, 
blue light, and reflective glare. They can 
also darken useful vision-enhancing light. 
But now, independent research conducted 
by scientists from NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory has brought forth ground- 
breaking technology to help protect 
human eyesight from the harmful effects 
of solar radiation light. This superior lens 
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Slip on a pair of Eagle Eyes® and everything 
instantly appears more vivid and sharp. You’ll 
immediately notice that your eyes are more 
comfortable and relaxed and you'll feel no need 
to squint. The scientifically designed sunglasses 
are not just fashion accessories—they are neces- 
sary to protect your eyes from those harmful rays 
produced by the sun during peak driving times. 


technology was 
first discovered 
when NASA 
scientists looked to nature for a 
means to superior eye protection— 
specifically, by studying the eyes of 
eagles, known for their extreme visual 
acuity. This discovery resulted in what is 
now known as Eagle Eyes®. 


The Only Sunglass Technology Certified 
by the Space Foundation for UV and 
Blue-Light Eye Protection. Eagle Eyes® 
features the most advanced eye protection 
technology ever created. The TriLenium® 
Lens Technology offers triple-filter 
polarization to block 99.9% UVA and 
UVB -—plus the added benefit of blue-light 
eye protection. Eagle Eyes® is the only 
optic technology that has earned 
official recognition from the 
Space Certification Program 
for this remarkable technology. 
Now, that’s proven science- 
based protection. 


The finest optics: And buy one, get one 
FREE! Eagle Eyes® has the highest customer 
satisfaction of any item in our 20 year 
history. We are so excited for you to try the 
Eagle Eyes® breakthrough technology that 
we will give you a second pair of Eagle 
Eyes® Navigator" Sunglasses FREE-- 
a $59.95 value! 


That’s two pairs to protect your eyes with 
the best technology available for less 
than the price of one pair of traditional 
sunglasses. You get a pair of Navigators 
with stainless steel black frames and the 
other with stainless steel gold, plus one hard 
zipper case and one micro-fiber drawstring 
cleaning pouch are included. Keep one pair 
in your pocket and one in your car. 


Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If 
you are not astounded with the Eagle Eyes® 
technology, enjoying clearer, sharper and 
more glare-free vision, simply return one 
pair within 30 days for a full refund of the 
purchase price. The other pair is yours to 
keep. No one else has such confidence in 
their optic technology. Don’t leave your 
eyes in the hands of fashion designers, 
entrust them to the best scientific minds on 
earth. Wear your Eagle Eyes® Navigators 
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Navigator™ 
Black Stainless 
Steel Sunglasses 


Receive the Navigator™ Gold 
Sunglasses (a $59.95 value) FREE! 
just for trying the Navigator™ Black 
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Navigator™ Gold Stainless Steel Sunglasses 


Certified EAGLE EYES® was developed 
from original NASA Optic technology 
and was recently inducted into the Space 
x Foundation Technology Hall of Fame. 


Fit-ons available for 
$39 +S&H 


Black or Tortoise-Shell design 


with absolute confidence, knowing your 
eyes are protected with technology that was 
born in space for the human race. 
Two Pairs of Eagle Eyes® Navigator™ 
Sunglasses $#+9-96t 

Offer Code Price $49 + S&P Save $70.90 
Offer includes one pair each Navigator™ 
Black and Navigator™ Gold Sunglasses 


1-800-333-2045 


Your Insider Offer Code: ENS189-01 


You must use this insider offer code to 
get our special price. 


® 14101 Southcross Drive W., 


Stauer Ste 155, Dept. ENS189-01 


Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 


Ry ACCREDITED www.stauer.com 


BUSINESS 


Rating of A+ 
t Special price only for customers using the offer code 
versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code. 
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FOR FATHER’S DAY 
Charcoal grills Limited availability. 
Fire-pits 
Fireplaces 
Campfires 


and more. 


www.thebisoncompany.com 


Without 
lighter fluid. 


> ye. we 


(Peg 
~ 


GRIRLIGHTER:’ © 
<= THAT THING YOU DIDNT 
KNOW YOU NEEDED 


e 
ete Ak a 2024 © Infora, LLC. All ri one reserved. “BISON” and pp eas 
ademarks of Infora, LLC. Worldwide patents granted and pendin 


CONVERSATION 


Patrick Mahomes, Dua Lipa, and Yulia Navalnaya—seen 
here, clockwise from above, at their photo shoots—all 
sat down with TIME to discuss the impact of influence 
and their plans for the future. Go online to read those 
interviews and watch video extras, and find the full list 
at time.com/time100 


Following TIME’s February 
special report marking the 
one-year anniversary of the 
train wreck and chemical spill in 
East Palestine, Ohio, the town’s 
public library opened an exhibit 
of unpublished photographs 

by Rebecca Kiger, who 
documented the crash’s effect 
on residents. Kiger (center) and 
TIME photo editor Kara Milstein 
joined community members 
who gathered to share stories. 
The work will be on display 

until April 30. Read the story at 
time.com/east-palestine 
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Know a kid who has a nose 
for news? TIME for Kids is 
searching for its next group 
of junior journalists. TFK 
editors will choose up to 
10 students ages 7-13 to 
become Kid Reporters for 
the 2024—2025 school year. 
Learn more: 
timeforkids.com/ 
kid-reporter 


Order specific copies and 
special issues, and save 
on some of our most 
popular editions. Scan 
this QR code or visit 
time.com/issues-store 
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SEND AN EMAIL: 
letters@time.com 
Please do not send attachments 


FOLLOW US: 
facebook.com/time 
@time (X and Instagram) 


Letters should include the writer’s 
fullname, address, and home 

telephone, and may be edited for 
purposes of clarity and space 


Back Issues 
Contact us at customerservice@time 
.com, or call 800-843-8463. 
Reprints and Permissions 
Information is available at time.com/ 
reprints. To request custom reprints, 
visit timereprints.com. 
Advertising 
For advertising rates and our editorial 
calendar, visit timemediakit.com. 
Syndication 
For international licensing and 
syndication requests, contact 
syndication@time.com 


Please recycle this magazine, 
%& and remove inserts or 
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By 2025, 90% of online content is predicted to be 
generated by Artificial Intelligence. Dove will keep 
committed to real beauty. Learn more at: Dove.com 
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“I switched to 
MDHearing aids 
and so should you. 
These are better than my 
$8,000 hearing aids.” 


How can a rechargeable hearing aid 
that fits inside your ear and costs 
as low as $297 a pair be every bit as good 
as those that sell for $4,800 or more? 

Although tremendous strides have been made in Hearing Aid Technology, those 
cost reductions have not been passed on to you. Until now... MDHearing™ uses the same kind of 
technology incorporated into hearing aids that cost thousands more at a small fraction of the price. 


Joe Namath, Superbowl Ill MVP 
MDHearing Aid User 
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Our smallest Our best-selling 
hearing aid ever! j hearing aid! 
At 50% smaller than our ’ At only 20mm long, the 
previous model, the NEO XS NEO is virtually invisible 
measures only 15mm long in your ear. And, at 
and is virtually invisible. x only $297 for a pair of 
And, at only $397 for a hearing aids, this is our 


pair, you won't find a better $397 $297 best-selling hearing aid. 
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Both products are proudly designed in America and supported by US audiologists = 
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hearing aids, return them within 45 days = a cm = — — 


for a FULL REFUND! ie J www.JoeLovesMD.com 
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Dua 
Lipa 


She moves with a lightness in a 
heavy world—bold, playful, and 
self-aware. 

She is thoughtfully outspoken 
for the oppressed and displaced. 
She founded an influential 
editorial platform, Service95, to 
cover cultural topics and address 
humanitarian concerns. She 
believes in family, is grateful to 
her parents and supportive of her 
siblings. 

She left home at 15 to propel her 
musical dreams into action. She is 
driven, independent, and possesses 
a desire for knowledge. She appeals 
to future artists to be mindful of the 
world around them. 

She is herself, striving to redefine 
the pop-genre cosmos. She is Dua 
Lipa. Dua—Albanian for love. 

She introduced her song 
“Houdini” with an image of a small 
key on the tip of her tongue. One 
can easily imagine her holding a 
ring of such keys, the master of her 
ever evolving kingdom. 


Smith is a singer, songwriter, 
and author 
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James 
McBride 


Defying gravity 


BY ETHAN HAWKE 


Asa kid, you dream about meeting a 
great novelist. You imagine them as kind, 
noble, wise, omniscient. When | met 
James McBride, | felt like I’d had coffee 
with a hysterically funny 21st century 
Leo Tolstoy. 

James has all the qualities one would 
expect. With The Color of Water, The Good 
Lord Bird, Kill ’Em and Leave, Deacon 
King Kong, and now The Heaven & Earth 
Grocery Store, his excellence in the art of 
storytelling defies gravity. He writes about 
deep American wounds with love, rage, 
anda sense of wit that flies like a falcon 
in large leaping circles, riding the invisible 
winds of history. 

In creating the limited series The Good 
Lord Bird, | learned that James is also the 
kind of friend you dream of making. When 
things get rough, he never loses his sense 
of humor, his wisdom, and his powerful 
ability to communicate. 

If James is one of the most influential 
artists in America, then there is great 
hope for America. 


Hawke is an Oscar-nominated actor, 
writer, and director 
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Da’Vine Joy Randolph 


Acting from the heart 


The first time I saw Da’Vine Joy 
Randolph perform was during 
an early preview of Ghost the 
Musical. The ease with which 
she existed on that stage and the 
power she commanded in that 
room was unbelievable. Here was 
this girl, fresh out of Yale, totally 
reinventing an iconic role. She 
was exceptional. 

It’s exciting that now we all 
get to experience the fullness 
of what Da’Vine can do. Her 
performance in The Holdovers 
was balletic, just so deliberate 
and crafted. She approaches 
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her characters with the kind 
of sincerity, honesty, and 
nuance that makes me proud 
to be an actor. Da’Vine stands 
firmly in who she is, embracing 
the whole of her strength and her 
softness, and I so admire that. 
One of the highest compli- 
ments you can give in Nigeria is 
“well done”—that’s when you 
know you're really cooking with 
gas—so, well done, Da’Vine. 
Well, well done. 


Aduba is an Emmy-winning 
and Tony-nominated actor 


Alex Edelman 
Razor-sharp wit 


Over the past 15 years, 
I’ve had the privilege of 
watching Alex Edelman 
consistently dazzle 
audiences in basement 
clubs, backs of taxis, 
comedy festivals, friends’ 
kitchens, and iconic 
London theaters. Alex’s 
ability to hold people in 
the palm of his hand is 
otherworldly. His puppyish 
charm transports a 
fierce and brilliant wit, 
masterfully inviting us to 
come to his observations 
with a childlike glee, 
even if his subject is 
absolutely terrifying. It 
was no surprise then that 
when his tour de force 
show Just for Us—about 
racist white nationalists, 
internet trolling, and 
antisemitism—landed 
on Broadway earlier 

this year, it was lauded 
as one of the funniest, 
most human pieces of 
work in years. He is an 
unstoppable artist with a 
unique perspective, who 
refreshingly asks us to 
think with him, not like 
him. He is a loyal friend 
and very humble, but 
above all, he is one of the 
most rare and beautiful 
things in these wild 
times—an optimist. 


Waller-Bridge is an Emmy- 
winning actor, producer, 
and writer 


Fantasia 
Barrino 


Transcendent talent 


There was just something about 
Fantasia Barrino when I first saw 
her on American Idol. It was her 
spirit, her soul. She left it all on that 
stage when she sang. I thought, 
Who is this girl? I voted for her 
again and again. 

When I met her years later, I 
learned that she’s a Cancer—sweet 
and sensitive but with a quiet 
strength. You can feel it in her 
presence, and you can hear it in her 
powerful voice. When she sings, 
she transcends. It’s like she goes 
somewhere else and you just have 
to go with her. 

Fantasia is a living testimony 
that we're all going to go through 
storms. But at the end of a storm, 
what happens? The sun comes 
out. Whatever comes next for her 
will be so beautiful. She deserves 
everything. I see such big things 
for Fantasia—the sky’s the limit. 
Well, beyond the sky for her. It’s 
her time. 


Henson is an 
Oscar-nominated actor 


Dev Patel 


Pacesetter 


I first met Dev Patel at the very 
first read-through for Skins, be- 
fore he ever got on TV. He was so 
full of life, and we both couldn’t 
believe we were missing school to 
do this. After Slumdog Millionaire, 
I went from getting food with him 
in Wetherspoons to watching him 
at the Golden Globes, within a 
month—and he still checked in 
when he got back. 

Dev radiates goodness. His 
humanity shines through every 
time he graces the screen, leaving 
you no choice but to root for him 
even when his character is doing 
something foul; his presence 
makes you understand where he’s 
coming from. With a career that 
always elevates, his latest per- 
formance in Monkey Man is my 
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favorite. Giving us a fierce, soul- 
ful empathy, a channeled rage, 
shades of him we have yet to 
see—knowing he was so into mar- 
tial arts during Skins, he’s brought 
it all together. Monkey Man is 

his moment, and an incredible 
directorial debut. 

Dev sets the pace. He’s limit- 
less. He’s fearless. Our respon- 
sibility as a generation is to go 
into familiar spaces and see them 
through new perspectives, thus 
creating, finding, and sharing a 
space that has never been touched 
before. He has that gift. He con- 
tinues to surpass himself and sur- 
prise us, and we are all waiting for 
where he’ll take us next. 


Kaluuya is an Oscar-winning actor 
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Making it easier for everyone to 
experience the world. 


At Booking.com, we believe that 
travel is a force for good, bringing 
people and cultures together, 
reducing barriers and increasing 
our understanding of each other. 


Through technology we are 
committed to making it easier to 
search, book, and enjoy travel, 
now and for generations to come. 
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Lauren Groff 


Inventive author 


ANI 


Her novels would have been enough. The 
Vaster Wilds, Matrix, Fates and Furies—flights 
of imagination and dives into history that keep 
readers turning pages late into the night. 

Her collection Florida (my personal favorite) 
won the Story Prize. But Lauren Groff is more 
than a great writer, she’s also a great citizen, 
channeling her belief that everyone should 

be free to read the books they choose into 


The Lynx, her new bookstore in Gainesville, Fla. 


When | heard the news, | wanted to stop her. 

| wanted to praise her. | wanted to tell her 
there will be days that being both a writer and 
a bookstore owner will feel like one job too 
many. Just ask Louise Erdrich, Emma Straub, 
Judy Blume, Jeff Kinney. Ask me. But the joy 

of putting the right book into a customer’s 
hands will make up for everything. Once again, 
Lauren Groff is doing spectacular work. 


Patchett is a best-selling author 
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Alia 
Bhatt 
Magnetic 
movie star 


Alia Bhatt is a 
formidable talent. 
She is not only one of 
the world’s leading 
actors, admired for 
her work in the Indian 
film industry for over 
a decade—she is also 
a businesswoman and 
a philanthropist who 
leads with integrity. 

| met Alia on Heart 
of Stone, her English- 
language film debut. 
Despite her fame, on 
set she is self-effacing 
and funny. There is a 
grace to the way she 
goes about her work: 
focused, open to ideas, 
and willing to take 
creative risks. One of 
my favorite moments in 
the film came from an 
improvisation at the end 
of a take where she took 
the emotional thread 
and ran with it. 

Alia’s superpower 
is her ability to mix 
movie-star magnetism 
with authenticity and 
sensitivity. As an actor 
she is luminous, and as 
a person she brings the 
grounded assurance and 
creativity that make a 
truly international star. 


Harper is a director, 
producer, and writer 


effre 
Wiehe 


Cinematic chameleon 


The first time I watched Jeffrey Wright 
act, I wanted to devour all his work. 
An actor who can disappear inside a 
role is, to me, the hallmark of genius. 
I believed him in The Hunger Games, 
in Angels in America, in Shaft. 

In American Fiction, Jeffrey 
captured what it feels like for me as an 
artist: there’s what the world wants to 


21 Savage 


Authentic performer 


| trust my gut when it comes to my music and 
collaborations, and | find myself naturally 
drawn to artists like 21 Savage—those who 
remain grounded in their convictions and 
consistently defy the constraints imposed 
upon them. Like 21,1 know what it’s like 

to rise above challenging beginnings, and 

it makes his success all that much more 
remarkable. Throughout his work—including 
on his newest album, American Dream, 

which opens with a reflection by his mother 
on their immigration story—21 maintains 

an authenticity that resonates deeply. His 
approach to rap is refreshingly genuine; he 
speaks to us ina relatable way, effortlessly 
navigating the complexities of the genre. 
Whether he tackles weighty subjects or 
offers moments of levity, his delivery remains 
compelling. | have recently had the privilege of 
sharing one of my most significant milestones 
with 21, performing with him at the Grammys. 
I’m excited to witness the greater evolution 
of his artistry and the impact he continues to 
make on the world stage. 


Burna Boy is a Grammy-winning musician 


see and the stereotypes it expects— 
and there’s the determination to defy 
those expectations. Jeffrey has al- 
ways challenged what society thinks 
a Black actor should or should not be. 
As muchas I loved American Fiction, 
it also left me a little hollow—because 
it shows the journey people of color 
face, especially Black people. Jeffrey 
embodied it beautifully. 

He pulls you in with his soulful- 
ness, through his eyes, through the 
stillness and nuance of his work. It 
can be explosive. It can be quiet. He’s 
constantly pushing himself, and he’s 
influencing a new generation of actors 
to go further. 
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Spencer is an Oscar-winning actor 
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Leslie Odom Jr. 


Pure grace 


| didn’t know Leslie Odom Jr. the night | 
watched him take the stage as Aaron Burr 

in Hamilton, but his performance hit me like 
a ton of bricks. | was hypnotized. Little did | 
know that years later I’d get to work with him, 
and that we’d become friends—family, even. 

Leslie is committed to the arts and 
gracefully moves between music, theater, 
and film. His performances—including his 
recent Broadway run in Purlie Victorious—are 
palpable. It feels like a matter of life or death, 
the way he gives his absolute all to every 
character. 

Leslie’s just as committed to his friends 
and family. No one is more serious about 
holding close the people who are important 
to him. He’s passionate, honorable, a man of 
faith, a loving father, and an amazing partner 
to his wife Nicolette. | don’t think there are 
many humans walking this earth who are as 


good as Leslie. | can’t wait to see what kind of 


beautiful art he creates next. 


Hudson is an Oscar-nominated actor 
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Jenn 
Holzer 


Radical wordsmith 


I first encountered Jenny Holzer’s 
Truisms anonymously plastered in 
the Lower East Side where we both 
lived. We were members of the artist 
collective Colab and for a time lived in 
the same building. Jenny used words 
as agitprop. They were declarative, 
inflammatory, and provocative. 

She claimed no authorship but 
questioned the authority of language. 
They were rants that exemplified the 
predicament we faced in New York 
City in the late ’70s. 

Since then, her work has expanded 
in form and voice to include poets, 
redacted government texts, and 
layered words of internationally 
renowned writers who address the 
great issues of our time. Her 1989 show 
at the Guggenheim was one of the 
best I’ve seen, and I’m glad that she’s 
having another exhibition there this 
year. Jenny has allowed her art to grow 
by embracing collaboration and new 
technologies, but her singularity as an 
artist has always persevered and her 
work continues to be radical. 


Smith is an artist 


PHOTOGRAPH BY DJENEBA ADUAYOM FOR TIME 


LaToya 
Ruby Frazier 


Illuminating 
photographer 


BY LYNN NOTTAGE 


LaToya Ruby Frazier is 

an eloquent storyteller, 
making visible the 
landscapes and lives of 
working people. With 
honesty and empathy, her 
photographs—soon to be 
displayed in a solo show at 
New York City’s MOMA— 
force us to confront how 
disenfranchisement, 
corporate greed, and 
government neglect 

have impacted the lives 

of people from the auto 
factories in the Rust Belt 
to the toxic waterways 

of Flint, Mich. She is 

an archivist, a healer, 

and an artist. Her work 
captures the anxiety, the 
beauty, and the reality of 
people negotiating the 
complexities of life on the 
brink. The resulting photo 
essays are informed by 
collaboration with their 
participants, creating 
searing portraits that 
reflect care and intimacy. 
LaToya’s images pierce our 
complacency and demand 
that we pay attention to 
the world around us with 
intention and compassion. 


Nottage is a two-time 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 
playwright 


Colman Domingo 


Getting his due 


Colman Domingo felt like family, 
like a brother, from the moment 
I met him. I was just instantly 
attracted to him as ahuman 
being. He’s so kind and open— 
he really lets you into his spirit. 
I deeply admire his authenticity. 
He is completely honest and true 
to who he was created to be, and 
he does everything with such 
grace, humility, and gratitude. 
He also happens to be a 
fantastic actor. The characters 
Colman plays onscreen are all 
over the map—from an addict in 
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recovery to civil rights activist 
Bayard Rustin—which shows his 
depth as an actor and a creative. 
Seeing how his work continues to 
evolve is inspiring, and I love that 
he’s finally getting his flowers. 
I’m proud to know him as a 
friend, as a human being, and as 
a fellow artist. There’s only one 
Colman Domingo—and he’s truly 
one of the greats. 


Kravitz is a Grammy-winning 
musical artist and actor 


Brooks Headley 


Culinary craftsman 


Before he was a chef, Brooks Headley 

was a drummer. To follow his journey from 
hardcore-punk clubs to fine-dining kitchens 
to the forefront of culinary innovation is to 
reconsider not just how we view cooking, 

but also how we all might better express 
ourselves. His New York City restaurant, 
Superiority Burger, brings together a motley 
crowd for a shared dining experience unlike 
any other. The menu—which | hesitate to 
describe as “vegetarian” because it sounds 
so restrictive—is a dynamic canvas for 

the freshest farmers’ market finds. The 
namesake burger is otherworldly. His focaccia 
is unreal. The gelato’s outrageous. To me, 
Brooks is the American embodiment of the 
Japanese shokunin: a singularly dedicated, 
innovative, authentic craftsman. His 
restaurant challenges our notions of what 
makes for great cuisine and where you can 
find it. He has influenced the global dialogue 
about sustainability and ethics in food, all 
while actively avoiding the spotlight. Brooks is 
happiest working in the background. After all, 
he is a drummer at heart. 


Chang is a restaurateur, author, and podcaster 
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A 2023 breakthrough is changing 
what’s possible in Parkinson’s 
research. This is what we’ve been 
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closer to finding the cure. 
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Super Bowl sensation 


Patrick Mahomes has always had the 
heart of a champion. I remember Pat 
as a young kid, coming to practice 
with his dad to tee up baseballs for 
me and my teammates. I distinctly 
remember giving him the worst advice 
ever. “Don't play football. The money’s 
in baseball.” ’'m happy to be wrong 
and glad he didn’t listen! Patrick has 
transcended the game of football to 
become one of the most respected 
athletes of all time, both on and off 
the field. His insatiable desire to win 
is outdone only by his passion to give 
back and make the world around him 
better. Patrick’s legacy will live on far 
beyond his playing days. And—as 
evidenced by his back-to-back Super 
Bowl wins—he’s not done yet! 


Rodriguez is a Major League Baseball 
World Series champion, Fox Sports 
studio analyst, and philanthropist 
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Aja Wilson 


Generational talent 


A’ja Wilson is not just an incredible 
athlete, she is also an inspiration to 
all who witness her talent and drive. 
Her journey is a testament to the 
power of passion and fearlessness in 
achieving greatness. 

A’ja possesses a unique 
combination of natural skill and 
unwavering determination. This rare 
blend has propelled her to achieve 
remarkable feats in her career. With 
two WNBA championships with 
the Las Vegas Aces, three WNBA 
MVP awards, an NCAA title at the 
University of South Carolina, and 
even an Olympic gold medal, A’ja is 
undeniably a generational talent. 

Off the court, A’ja’s leadership 
shines just as brightly. Her foundation 
supports children and families who 
struggle with dyslexia, a cause close 
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to her heart. A’ja is also an advocate 
against bullying, using her platform to 
spread awareness and promote kind- 
ness. She’s a role model for athletes and 


individuals of all ages around the world. 


A’ja’s determination and drive 
for excellence are the forces behind 
her team’s consistent victories. Her 
championship mentality not only 
secures her place in sports history but 
also cements her legacy of greatness 
that extends far beyond the realm of 
sports. And the best part is, she’s just 
getting started. She continues to push 
boundaries and inspire others with 
her remarkable journey. 

A’ja Wilson is not just a champion; 
she is a symbol of resilience, compas- 
sion, and unwavering dedication. Her 
story is a reminder that with passion 
and fearlessness, anyone can achieve 
greatness. I know she has so much 
more she wants to achieve ... and I get 
to be in a front-row seat watching and 
admiring! 


Brady is a seven-time NFL champion 
and part owner of the Las Vegas Aces 


Kelly Ripa 


Masterful host 


Like Ginger Rogers 
dancing backwards and 
in heels, Kelly Ripa makes 
co-hosting one of the 
most popular daytime talk 
shows on TV look effort- 
less. But let’s be clear: 
it’s not. When I’ve filled in 
as her co-host it’s taken 
me days to come up with 
enough material for one 
15-minute opening chat 
segment. Kelly has been 
nailing those day after 
day, month after month, 
for almost 24 years now, 
regaling us with enter- 
taining stories, making us 
laugh, and sharing the ups 
and downs of her public 
and private life. Doing 
that on live television— 
without a script—takes 
remarkable talent, not to 
mention guts, grit, hard 
work, and heart. 

Kelly is impossibly 
self-deprecating and 
would never admit it, 
but she is one of the 
greatest broadcasters in 
television history, and she 
continues to reach new 
heights. She wrote a best- 
selling memoir, started 
a popular podcast, and 
welcomed a new co-host, 
her husband of nearly 28 
years, Mark Consuelos. 
Would audiences want to 
watch a happily married 
couple who’ve raised 
three genuinely good 
kids? Yes. The ratings are 
up, and Kelly has never 
been better. 


Cooper is an Emmy- 
winning news anchor 


Wang Chuanfu 


Driving EVs 


| first met Wang Chuanfu almost 10 years 
ago and have had the pleasure of watching 
how his electric-vehicle company BYD has 
flourished. 

Judging from the impressive buses and 
lorries | first saw on an early visit to the 
company’s headquarters in Shenzhen, China, 
to the various models of BYD cars | test- 
drove there a couple of years ago—with the 
chairman as a passenger—to the exclusive 
electric monorail that took me around the site 
a few years earlier, Wang's lofty ambition to 
transform transportation as a whole is clear. 
Long before others in the automotive industry 
were waking up to it, Wang was convinced 
that electrification was the game to play. His 
journey hasn’t been easy, but through his long- 
term and consistent approach, commitment 
to cost management, and perseverance, 
BYD, which stands for “Build Your Dreams,” 
has become a leader in the sector, rivaling 
Tesla and helping make China the top auto 
exporter last year. 

An engineer by training, Wang is also 
reshaping the battery supply chain. And his 
early bets on lithium-iron-phosphate batteries 
and solar-energy efforts today show he’s not 
afraid to take calculated risks. 


Diess is the chairman of the supervisory 
board at Infineon Technologies and former 
CEO of Volkswagen 
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Chizuko Ueno 
Eye-opening writer 


BY LETA HONG 
FINCHER 


Chizuko Ueno, a 75-year- 
old Japanese sociologist, 
has become a surprising 
superstar in China. 

Even as the government 
persecutes feminists— 
journalist and #MeToo 
activist Huang Xueqin 
was put on trial last 
September—translations 
of Ueno’s books, with 
topics including feminism 
and misogyny, have 
become best sellers. 
While state propaganda 
in China stigmatizes 
single women older than 
27 as “leftover” women 
(sheng nu), Ueno, who has 
no children, has become 
a role model for millions 
of Chinese women quietly 
rebelling against pressure 
to marry and have babies, 
intensified by President 
Xi Jinping’s calling for 

“a new type of marriage 
and childbearing culture” 
to answer a plummeting 
birth rate. Ueno’s books 
have propelled feminist 
ideas into mainstream 
Chinese society, a 

rare bright spot amid 
worsening political 
repression. 


Fincher is a journalist 
and the author of 
Leftover Women: The 
Resurgence of Gender 
Inequality in China 
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Satya Nadella 


Shepherding Al 


Satya Nadella is profoundly influential in 
shaping our future. And that’s a good thing 
for humanity. 

Microsoft’s significant investment in 
OpenAl and partnership with Mistral Al puts 
him at the forefront of the artificial-intelligence 
revolution. A technologist with heart, Satya 
sees Al as a tool that will empower humans. 
Still, there’s rightful concern about unintended 
consequences and misuse. That’s why it’s so 
reassuring that Satya is one of Al’s stewards. 
His thoughtfulness and humility should 
make us safer. 

While serving with him on the board of 
Starbucks, I’ve noticed that Satya doesn’t 
need to be the center of attention. In fact, he 
doesn’t seem to need any attention at all. 
Still, he commands it. 

Satya is widely applauded for propelling 
Microsoft to a $3 trillion-plus market value— 
making it the largest company in the world. 

Of course, | admire him for accomplishing 
this truly remarkable feat, but | most 

admire him for leading with integrity, strength, 
and kindness. 


Hobson is co-CEO and president 
of Ariel Investments 
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Using the power of 
leading-edge science 
to save and Improve 
lives around the world 


For more than a century, we ve been propelled by 
bold ideas and innovation as we seek to advance 
global health. Today, as a leading research-intensive 
biopharmaceutical company, we continue to be 
inspired by patients and guided by science, working 
together to discover tomorrow's breakthrough 
treatments and broaden access to our innovative 
medicines and vaccines. 


At Merck, we rise to the challenge in pursuit of 
better patient outcomes. 
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Beth Ford 


Betting on rural America 
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Beth Ford says everyone who eats needs to 
know more about where the food comes from. 
Why? Because without understanding and 
investment, the interconnected global food 
chain is vulnerable. We need to start at the 
critical beginning—with farmers. 

One of Beth's first jobs was detasseling 
corn in lowa for $2 an hour. Today, she 
leads an American icon, Land O’Lakes—a 
cooperative of thousands of farmers, who 
Beth reminds us carry the most risk in the 
food supply chain. That’s why she’s been 
at the forefront of a national effort to invest 
in America’s rural communities, from wider 
broadband coverage, to helping farmers adapt 
to the changing climate, to stronger trade 
efforts and more funding for agricultural R&D. 

The farm-to-table movement has been 
happening at restaurants since the 1970s. 
But thanks to Beth, the farm-to-boardroom- 
table movement is just beginning. She’s 
showing corporations and the government 
the absolute necessity of investing in 
rural America. 
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Fink is the founder, chairman, 
and CEO of BlackRock 


Jack Antonoff 


Dynamite producer 


=| 


Ican count on one hand the 
people I feel safe with in the studio. 
Jack Antonoff makes you feel like 
you can just be. Whether we’re 
tracking fingernail percussion, 
getting existential, or doing some 
good ol’ soul-healing gossiping, 
I always leave our sessions witha 
, 6 new outlook. 
I don’t know a producer with a 

| & more diverse breadth of work. Yes, 
| \ we all know the albums he produced 

and won multiple Grammys for, 
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but I always go back to the music he 
performs himself. When I listen to 
Bleachers, I hear subtle threads of his 
production ear that is present in his 
contributions to other artists’ projects, 
but it’s in his own artistry that he 
glows. And the live shows: holy sh-t. 

One of my favorite memories of 
Jack was watching his father watch 
him perform last year. If I weren’t 
having so much fun, I would have 
been sobbing at the beaming pride in 
his father’s eyes. We were witnessing a 
literal rock-’n’-roll revival. 

There’s a reason everyone wants 
to be near Jack. He’s just f-cking cool. 
The best part? He knows it but would 
never Say it. 


Morris is a Grammy-winning artist 
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Kelley 
Robinson 
Inspiring advocate 


BY SARAH KATE ELLIS 


As president of the 
Human Rights Campaign, 
Kelley Robinson has a 
vision for a more equal 
and just world that, 
paired with her talent 
for building coalitions 
across all intersections, 
has taken the LGBTQ+ 
movement—and the 
larger social-justice 
movement—by storm 
when it is most needed. 
In no short order, she 
has ignited innovative 
campaigns that uplift 
the most marginalized in 
our community, including 
queer people of color and 
transgender people. 
Kelley has a voice that 
demands to be heard. 
Whether it’s in front of 
Congress, at a political 
rally, or over social media, 
she inspires and mobilizes 
longtime advocates and 
new young activists into 
action with fresh energy 
and urgency. She has 
also brought the LGBTQ+ 
movement to recognize 
the critical intersectional 
work needed on gun 
reform, racial justice, 
immigration, voting 
rights, climate, abortion, 
and safeguarding our very 
democracy. Her dream 
of freedom for all truly 
means all. The future of 
the LGBTQ+ movement 
is here. 


Ellis is president 
and CEO of GLAAD 


Larry Ellison 


Making big bets 
BY TONY BLAIR 


How Larry Ellison developed Oracle is a story 
that starts in 1977, full of adventurous bets 
that most people thought, wrongly, he would 
lose. Decades later, Oracle is the custodian of 
a staggering portion of the globe’s data. 

He did it once. He did it twice. Roughly 
10 years ago, he stepped down as CEO. 
Business was steady, though not spectacular, 
and Oracle risked losing its luster. Larry 
reinvigorated his role as Oracle’s chief 
technology officer and literally rebuilt the 
company with cloud at its core and Al heavily 
embedded, branching out into data centers 
and health care. The results are spectacular. 
Now he’s working on how applying technology 
can solve problems for some of the most 
disadvantaged communities and countries, 
where we work together on delivering 
transformative change. 

Larry has the mind of an engineer, 
the curiosity of a thousand cats, and the 
humility to keep learning—which is the chief 
characteristic of the true changemaker. 


Blair is a former Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom and founder of the Tony Blair Institute 
for Global Change, which has partnered with 
Ellison’s philanthropic foundation 
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Thasunda Brown Duckett 


Leading by example 


Thasunda Brown Duckett is a 
longtime friend and was a great 
partner to me for over 10 years at 
JPMorgan Chase before taking on her 
leadership role at TIAA. She is truly 
grounded in her purpose of helping 
those who need it most—driving real 
change within her own organizations 
and broader communities. 

She’s a passionate advocate for 
financial inclusion, determined to 
put more underserved Americans 
on a path to financial health and 
resilience. She helped launch 
Advancing Black Pathways, JPMC’s 
initiative to help more Black 
Americans achieve sustained 


economic success. And at TIAA, 
she is striving to help the 40% of 
all Americans at risk of running out 
of their retirement savings, while 
also tackling the underlying issues 
and inequities fueling the nation’s 
retirement insecurity. 

Outstanding leaders like 
Thasunda harness the power of 
representation and diversity, they 
inspire others, they lift up their 
communities and lead by example. 
Her impact will be her legacy, and she 
is far from done. 


Dimon is the CEO of JPMorgan Chase 
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Joanne Crevoiserat 


Retail powerhouse 


In recent years, Tapestry has been 
a juggernaut in high-end fash- 

ion retail, and its acquisition of 
Capri Holdings will turn it into 

a $12 billion global giant. The 
credit for the bold move to bring 
the likes of Coach, Kate Spade, 
Stuart Weitzman, Michael Kors, 
Versace, and Jimmy Choo all 
under one roof goes to my friend 


Joanne Crevoiserat, Tapestry CEO. 


Under Joanne’s leadership, 
Tapestry has generated record 
revenue and relentless momen- 
tum in the marketplace, while 
expanding its stable of iconic 
brands and creating new cus- 
tomers, especially in the coveted 
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Gen Z and millennial segments. 
Her deft handling of brands 

and her data-driven insights in 
elevating the consumer experi- 
ence and growing a customer base 
led General Motors to ask her to 
join our board of directors almost 
two years ago. 

Spending time with her has 
shown me that not only is Joanne 
as smart as you’d expect, but she’s 
also a skillful leader and full of 
common sense, crucial traits of a 
successful executive and a huge 
benefit to any company. 


Barra is chair and CEO 
of General Motors 


Jesper Brodin 


Assembling sustainability 


As I've gotten to know Jesper Brodin through 
our work together on the board of the nonprofit 
the B Team, I’ve seen firsthand how he has 
made it his mission to dispel the myth that 
sustainability is at odds with profitability. 
Under his leadership, Ikea operator 

Ingka Group set ambitious climate targets 
and in November revised them to be even 
stronger. The company is now committed to 
reducing greenhouse-gas emissions by 50% 
by 2030 and hitting net-zero by 2050. All while 
continuing to grow. The result? Since 2016, 
the company’s carbon footprint has fallen 
24% while its revenue has grown by nearly 
31%. Projects include recycling mattresses in 
the Netherlands, promoting sustainable food, 
and replacing furniture pieces requiring more 
complex assembly with parts that simply 
click together (a reduction in frustration that 
might make more marriages sustainable). 

As Jesper writes, “climate change is not ina 
distant future,” so we have to act now. And 
he’s leading the way, showing that, as he puts 
it, “being climate smart is business smart. It 
is good for business to be a good business.” 


Huffington is founder and CEO of Thrive Global 
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THE BEST A MAN CAN GET" 


PROVIDING COMFORT TO GRIEVING MILITARY CHILDREN WITH TAPS 


The Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS) recognizes how hard the loss of a military loved one is for a child, 
especially the absence of a parent during childhood milestones big and small. With support from Gillette, TAPS Military and 
Legacy Mentors offer bereaved children additional encouragement and guidance as they grow, serving as role models even 

during quieter moments, such as learning how fo shave. 


Learn more about TAPS and the Military and Legacy Mentor Program at taps.org. 
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Yulia 
Navalnaya 


The voice of Russian opposition 
BY KAMALA HARRIS 


This February, I spoke at the Munich 

Security Conference about the Biden-Harris 
Administration’s commitment to stand for 
democratic values and against authoritarianism. 
Moments later, in an unplanned appearance, 
Yulia Navalnaya took the stage. And she 
immediately captivated the hundreds of leaders 
there—myself included. Navalnaya addressed 
the news that had broken just hours before 

that her husband Alexei Navalny, the Russian 
opposition leader, had died. With great courage, 
Navalnaya denounced the lies and cruelty of the 
Russian government. She wondered out loud if 
she should have remained in Munich after she 
heard the news. “What would Alexei have done 
in my place?” she asked. “He would be on this 
stage.” We met later that day and spoke about her 
children and how her family was contemplating 
the fate not just of her husband, but also of his 
cause. To the benefit of people around the world, 
Yulia Navalnaya has now assumed her own 
leadership role on the world stage. Navalnaya 
has vowed to continue her husband's fight 

for justice and the rule of law, giving renewed 
hope to those working against corruption and 
for a free, democratic Russia. And in so doing, 
she demonstrates exceptional selflessness and 
strength. Since that day in Munich, Navalnaya 
has emerged not only as a symbol of democratic 
values, but as a courageous fighter for them. 
The United States stands with her—and all those 
fighting for freedom and democracy. 


Harris, a Democrat, is Vice President 
of the United States 
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Ajay 
Banga 


Steering the World Bank 


BY JANET YELLEN 


It’s not easy to find a leader with the 
skill and drive to take on the monu- 
mental task of transforming an es- 
sential institution, but since becom- 
ing World Bank president last June, 
Ajay Banga has done just that. Ajay 
comes to the World Bank after leading 
a global organization through which 


BANGA: AFP/GETTY IMAGES; SMITH: DREW ANGERER—GETTY IMAGES; 
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he brought millions of unbanked peo- 
ple into the digital economy. At the 
World Bank, Ajay set forth a new vi- 
sion to create a world free of poverty 
on a livable planet and moved boldly 
to make good on it—from pioneering 
innovative financial tools to reimag- 
ining partnerships across the multi- 
lateral development banks and with 
the private sector. His sharp wit con- 
sistently enables him to cut through 
the noise. With unprecedented chal- 
lenges such as climate change threat- 
ening our collective future, I cannot 
imagine a better partner with whom 
to take decisive action on behalf of 
people around the world. 


Yellen is the U.S. Treasury Secretary 
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Jack Smith 


Special prosecutor 
BY NEAL KATYAL 


Jack Smith is the rarely- 
seen-in-public special 
counsel overseeing two 
different prosecutions of 
former President Donald 
Trump, one for allegedly 
mishandling national- 
security information, 
another for his actions 
surrounding the 2020 
election. Until a year ago, 
prosecuting a former 
President wasn’t a thing, 
but Smith (along with 
Manhattan DA Alvin 
Bragg and Fulton County, 
Georgia, DA Fani Willis) 
has made it so. Attorney 
General Merrick Garland 
technically oversees 
Smith, but Smith has 
day-to-day independence 
under the special-counsel 
regulations. He has been 
dealt a difficult hand: 
strict time constraints, a 
tough judge, an unending 
wave of attacks from 
Trump, and intense public 
pressure. But as aman 
who built his career 
prosecuting powerful 
public officials accused of 
major crimes, he is better 
equipped for this than 
most. Time and again, he 
has met the challenges 
with an aggressive 

and decisive approach 
befitting his position. 


Katyal, former Acting U.S. 
Solicitor General, drafted 
the special-counsel 
regulations in 1999 


Giorgia Meloni 


Europe’s rising power 
BY YASMEEN SERHAN 


When Giorgia Meloni rose to power in Italy in 
2022, becoming the country’s first female 
leader, many observers harbored fears about 
her far-right party and the impact it would have 
on Europe and the world. But two years on, 
she remains popular—not only in Italy, where 
she enjoys a 41% approval rating despite 
feeble economic growth, but also among 
Western leaders, many of whom have been 
cheered by her steadfast support for Ukraine 
(and, in particular, her ability to persuade 
leaders like Hungary’s Viktor Orban to back 
European funding to Kyiv). 

Meloni hasn’t abandoned her right-wing 
politics completely. Athome, her government 
has pursued policies that critics say quietly 
erode LGBTQ+ rights. At the E.U. level, she 
has been credited as the driving force behind 
the bloc’s approach to immigration—one 
that involves paying countries such as Egypt 
and Tunisia to keep would-be migrants from 
setting off. Should Europe's right-wing bloc 
expand following the European Parliament 
elections in June, as polls project it will, 
Meloni may emerge as its natural figurehead. 


Serhan is a TIME staff writer 


William 

Ruto 

Making his mark 
BY JUSTIN WORLAND 


Kenyan President William 
Ruto has emerged as 

a key voice of Africa’s 
climate ambitions, 
hosting a summit in 
Nairobi last September 
that drew leaders from 
around the globe. The 
event concluded with a 
unanimous agreement 
from African countries 
in attendance to rapidly 
expand renewable 
energy over the next 
decade, aided by 

$23 billion in pledges to 
catalyze the continent’s 
climate goals. His call 
for lenders to relieve the 
debt burden faced by 
some African countries, 
thus opening the door 
for spending on climate 
solutions, has also 
made waves. But Ruto’s 
new prominence on 

the international stage 
comes amid significant 
challenges in Kenya, 
including last summer’s 
protests against the 
rising cost of living 

and a gas-tax increase 
Ruto spearheaded, as 
well as this January’s 
demonstrations against 
allegations of judicial 
interference. To continue 
to make progress abroad, 
Ruto will need to manage 
challenges at home too. 


Worland is a TIME 
senior correspondent 


Diana Salazar Mendez 


Anticorruption crusader 
BY SAMANTHA POWER 


Diana Salazar Méndez—the youngest 
person, at 42, and the first Black 
woman to serve as Ecuador’s top law- 
enforcement official—has one of the 
hardest and most dangerous jobs in 
the western hemisphere. While she has 
pursued challenging cases before— 
not every prosecutor can say they have 
successfully secured convictions of a 
top football executive and a former 
President— Ecuador's Attorney General 
is now spearheading the effort to 
prevent violent and well-connected 
drug traffickers from ruining her 
beloved country. 

As she prosecutes embedded webs 
of powerful political, judicial, police, 


and economic players allied with the 
drug traffickers, she and her family 
have been subjected to a stream of 
threats, rendered credible by gangs 
that have a history of targeting with 
guns those who have targeted them 
with the law. In a country where trust 
in institutions has been low, Salazar 
has earned the respect and support 
of a population desperate for calm 
and safety. As she puts it, “It’s time to 
tell all of Ecuador that justice will not 
kneel down’ 


Power is the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
administrator 
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Rena 


Lee 


Safeguarding 
the seas 


BY SYLVIA EARLE 


Imagine navigating negotiations for a legal 
framework governing human activities over 
and under about half of the world. That 

has been the challenge facing Rena Lee, 
Singapore’s ambassador for oceans and law 
of the sea issues and the president of a U.N. 
intergovernmental conference on marine 
biodiversity, during five years of turbulent 
discussions over efforts to safeguard 

life in the high seas. With calm dignity, 
determination, and grace, Lee successfully 
led deliberations to legally protect biodiversity 
within the blue heart of the planet, the 
cornerstone of earth’s life-support system. 
Thunderous applause and cheers erupted 
from those attending the historic meeting last 
spring when, after nearly 40 hours of nonstop 
wrangling, Lee announced, “The ship has 
reached the shore.” We all should applaud her 
heroic moves, breaking decades of deadlock 
over governance of human actions that 
impact not just the future of tunas, sharks, 
squids, and whales, but that of all of life on 
earth—humans included. 


Earle is an oceanographer and the president 
and chair of Mission Blue 


Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman 
Al Thani 


Cease-fire 
negotiator 


BY KARL VICK 


The kingdoms of the 
Persian Gulf prosper by 
providing the world oil 
and gas, and the resulting 
fortunes fuel desires 

for prestige. Tiny Qatar, 
by hosting the 2022 
World Cup, showed just 
how much attention that 
can bring. A year later, 

it earned a more sober 
prominence, emerging 
as trusted interlocutor 
between Israel and 
Hamas. Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
Al Thani, in his dual 

role as Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister, 

has ridden point on the 
turbulent negotiations 
that so far have produced 
a weeklong cease-fire and 
the release of more than 
100 hostages. In Qatar, 
host to both a massive 
U.S. air base and a Taliban 
office, balancing acts 

are a court tradition. And 
even before Oct. 7, the 
43-year-old Premier had 
impressed U.S. officials 
as go-between in other 
trouble spots, including 
in South America. But 

in the Mideast, he says, 
“everyone, unfortunately, 
is dancing at the edge.” 


Vick is a TIME 
editor-at-large 


Jigar Shah 


Fueling clean energy 
BY RICHARD BRANSON 


Relentlessly optimistic, pioneering, and 
passionate, Jigar Shah has dedicated his life 
to unlocking the entrepreneurial opportunity 
that lies in a clean-energy transition. And as 
director of the U.S. Department of Energy’s 
Loan Programs Office, he is demonstrating 
how this truly is one of the greatest 
opportunities of our time. 

Overseeing more than $200 billion in 
government loans to bring energy innovation 
to the market, Jigar leads one of the largest 
economic-development programs the world 
has ever seen. His work may well usher in 
an unprecedented era of green and clean 
prosperity, and of course new jobs. 

With drive and vision, he started his career 
with the launch of SunEdison in 2003, which 
brought previously unseen investment to the 
solar market. Other successful ventures, like 
Generate Capital, soon followed. 

When Virgin Unite, our foundation, joined a 
group of like-minded entrepreneurs to set up 
the Carbon War Room in 2009, Jigar became 
the first CEO of this new and exciting initiative 
to leverage market-based models for climate 
action. His legacy lives on as the Carbon 
War Room merged with energy nonprofit RMI 
to become an unstoppable force. 

There is no doubt that when future 
generations write the history of the world’s 
clean-energy revolution, Jigar Shah will be 
hailed as one of its key architects. 


Branson is the founder of the Virgin Group 
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Ferdinand 
‘Bongbong’ 
Marcos 


Reshaping name 
and nation 


BY CHARLIE 
CAMPBELL 


For Ferdinand “Bongbong” 
Marcos to make history, 
he first needed to rewrite 
his nation’s. His dictator 
father plundered billions 
of dollars from state 
coffers and stood accused 
of grievous human-rights 
violations until his ouster 
in 1986. Bongbong’s 

rise to the Philippine 
presidency in 2022 was 
owed to whitewashing 
this family legacy through 
clever manipulation of 
social media. 

Yet Bongbong’s desire 
to rehabilitate the Marcos 
name has resulted in 
other shifts. He brought 
technocrats back into 
government, steadied 
the post-pandemic 
economy, and elevated 
the Philippines on the 
world stage. 

Bongbong has stood 
steadfast against 
Chinese aggression in 
the disputed South China 
Sea and bolstered his 
nation’s alliance with the 
U.S. in the face of “rising 
tensions in our region 
and the world,” as he said 
last May. Many problems 
persist, including extra- 
judicial killings and 
journalists routinely 
attacked. But by trying 
to repair his family name, 
Bongbong may reshape 
his country too. 


Campbell is a TIME 
correspondent 


Andriy 
Yermak 


Consequential 
dealmaker 


BY ANDERS FOGH RASMUSSEN 


The defining early footage from 
Russia’s barbaric invasion of Ukraine 
is a grainy, self-shot video from 
President Volodymyr Zelensky on 
the streets of Kyiv. The message 
from Zelensky, flanked by his team, 


was clear: Ukraine’s leadership 
is not going anywhere. 

Standing directly behind him 
that night was his towering adviser, 
Andriy Yermak—a man who has been 
central in keeping the government 
running. Since the full-scale invasion, 
he has carried Zelensky’s message to 
the world, building a strong network 
of friends of Ukraine, from the West 
to the Global South, uniting them 
around issues from sanctions to the 
environment. 

I have witnessed this first- 
hand during our work on security 
guarantees for Ukraine, which has 
led to a web of bilateral agreements 
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with allies. Our work now focuses 
on bringing Ukraine into NATO 
and the E.U. 

In “To the Great Moment,” the 
Ukrainian poet Ivan Franko wrote, 
“Let every one of you be ready for the 
great moment. Each of us can be the 
decisive leader when the consequen- 
tial moment comes.” 

At the great moment for Ukraine 
and for democracy, Andriy Yermak not 
only serves a decisive leader—but he 
has proved himself to be one, as well. 


Rasmussen, a former NATO Secretary- 
General, is the founding chairman of 
Rasmussen Global 
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Lauren 
Blauvelt 


Getting out the vote 
BY REBECCA GOMPERTS 


The legislative branch is not doing 
what’s needed to protect abortion rights 
in the U.S., so mobilizing a crowd is an 
essential strategy to stop the resulting 
injustice. It takes enormous commitment 
and energy to make a citizen ballot 
initiative like Issue 1 in Ohio, which 
enshrined the right to an abortion in the 
state constitution, a success. 

As the co-chair of Ohioans United for 
Reproductive Rights, Lauren Blauvelt 
represents all the people who worked 
day and night to get out the vote, and 
all the voters who came out in support 
of Issue 1 in November 2023—the 
first time voters in a Republican- 
controlled state weighed in directly 
on the right to an abortion since the 
Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade 
in 2022. Ohio provided a blueprint for 
other states to follow. 

Within the patchwork of different state 
laws, clinics in Ohio remain a lifesaving 
refuge for women from surrounding states 
that have banned abortions, especially 
for those who cannot use telemedical 
services like Aid Access because they are 
more than 13 weeks pregnant. 

Lauren, thank you for putting in all 
your hard work and commitment and for 
making this ballot initiative a success. 


Gomperts is founder and director 
of Women on Waves, Women on Web, 
and Aid Access 


Donald Tusk 


Democracy defender 


BY URSULA VON 
DER LEYEN 


Donald Tusk has 
answered two questions 
that could not be more 
topical: How can we 

beat populists? How can 
we stop the erosion of 
democracy and the rule of 
law? As a young student, 
he became an activist 

in the underground 
Solidarnosc social 
movement. When the 
lron Curtain collapsed, 
he became one of the 
first leaders of the young 
Polish democracy. 
Throughout his public 
service—as a party 
founder, as Prime 
Minister, and then as 
President of the European 
Council—Tusk has never 
stopped believing in the 
supremacy of democracy. 
After former fellow 
campaigners against 

the communist regime 

in Poland took over the 
country’s government 

in 2015 and began to 
undermine the rule of law 
and Poland’s ties with the 
European Union, he took 
on the challenge. In 2021, 
he once again became 
the leader of the party he 
had founded in 2001— 
and in 2023, he won back 
the government of his 
home country in a fair 
and democratic contest. 
Donald Tusk is a political 
marathon runner. He has 
taught us all that it is 
never too late and worth 
every effort to stand up 
for our democracy. 


Von der Leyen is the 
European Commission 
President 


Elise 
Stefanik 


Ascendant Republican 
BY CHARLOTTE ALTER 


Elise Stefanik is the highest-ranking woman 
in the House GOP and, since shedding her 
more moderate persona to fully embrace 
Donald Trump, is increasingly seen asa 
standard bearer for the party. First elected 
from upstate New York as the vanguard of 
amore bipartisan GOP, Stefanik, 39, now 
counts as one of Trump’s most powerful 
allies in Congress, having spent the past 
three years supporting his efforts to overturn 
Joe Biden’s win, amplifying false claims 
about election irregularities, and saying she 
would not have certified the 2020 election 
results. She’s now rumored to be on Trump’s 
short list of potential VP candidates. More 
recently, Stefanik has become a leading 
force in the conservative push to investigate 
DEI (diversity, equity, and inclusion) and 
antisemitism on college campuses; her 
pointed questioning of university presidents 
at a congressional hearing contributed to the 
resignation of the president of the University 
of Pennsylvania, and kick-started a pressure 
campaign that resulted in the resignation 

of the president of Harvard University, her 
alma mater. 


Alter is a TIME senior correspondent 
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Rachel Goldberg-Polin 


A voice for hostage families 


BY YASMEEN SERHAN 


Bring them home now. This 
has been the Israeli public’s 
rallying cry since Oct. 7, when 
Hamas militants killed some 
1,200 people and took 240 
more hostage into Gaza. For 
Rachel Goldberg-Polin, the call 
is personal: her 23-year-old 
son, Hersh Goldberg-Polin, is 
counted among the Israelis still 
being held captive. 

In hopes of seeing him 
again, Goldberg-Polin has 
become one of the most visible 
advocates for Israeli hostages 
and their families. She has met 
with dozens of world leaders, 
including President Biden. (Her 
son, like Goldberg-Polin and her 


husband, is a dual American- 
Israeli citizen.) She has 
addressed the U.N. in New York 
City and Geneva. She has even 
had an audience with the Pope. 
Hersh was wounded on 
Oct. 7, and every day that 
passes without news extends 
the seemingly interminable 
limbo that hers and so many 
other Israeli families now find 
themselves in. But Goldberg- 
Polin hasn't given up. “Hope is 
mandatory,’ she said in a recent 
interview. “I believe it, and I 
have to believe it, that he will 
come back to us.” 


Serhan is a TIME staff writer 
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William 
Lai 


Taiwan’s President-elect 
BY JON HUNTSMAN JR. 


Lai Ching-te, or William Lai, as he will be 
known throughout the world, will take office 
as Taiwan’s next President in May. A coal 
miner’s son who prizes problem solving 

and trust, Lai is also a Harvard-trained 
public-health expert. But the health of the 
island’s 23 million inhabitants is just one 
part of a much larger task he is inheriting: 
ensuring his government's very survival, amid 
China’s amped-up campaign to reclaim the 
nascent democracy. Former leader Chiang 
Kai-shek’s rigid legacy is no more—Taiwan’s 
energetic civil society is flourishing. Trade is 
booming, providing more than half the world’s 
critical chips, yet—with tensions rising with 
Beijing—its risk profile couldn’t be higher. 

For a politician who garnered only 40% in 

an unprecedented multiparty election, this 
feels like Atlas shouldering the world. But 
less mythological will be his choices and their 
impact on a world on edge—to say nothing of 
the future of democracy in Asia. 


Huntsman, a Republican, is a former governor 
of Utah and a former U.S. ambassador to China 


William 

Burns 

Key envoy 

BY WALTER ISAACSON 


With his ever wary eyes, 
genial half smile, and 
Achesonian mustache, 
CIA Director William 
Burns exudes a combi- 
nation of confidence 

and humility that makes 
him seem, as indeed 

he is, a throwback to 

an era when discreet 
statesmen advised 
Presidents of both parties 
and served as special 
envoys handling delicate 
diplomatic missions. Not 
only smart but wise, he 

is trusted as an honest 
broker by allies and 
adversaries, including 
Russia, where he served 
as President George W. 
Bush’s ambassador, and 
lran, helping to negotiate 
a nuclear agreement 
under President Barack 
Obama. For President Joe 
Biden, Burns undertook 
a back-channel mission 
to Moscow to try to avert 
the Ukraine war and has 
made multiple trips to 
Kyiv to search for ways 
to end it. More recently, 
he has led the efforts to 
achieve a hostage release 
and a cease-fire in Gaza. 


Isaacson, a former 
managing editor of 
TIME, is the co-author 
of The Wise Men 


Narges 
Mohammadi 


Unwavering courage 


BY NADIA MURAD 


| wish | had known as a young girl growing 
up in rural Iraq that women like Narges 
Mohammadi existed. The men in charge 
of my country, like so many leaders 
around the world, tried to convince 
women and girls that no one fought for 
us, that our lives were less important, 
that protests were useless, and that 
imprisonment—the punishment for any 
defiance—meant silence. Narges proves 
the opposite is true. Her life is devoted 
to fighting the oppression of women, 
and her voice is strong and loud, even 
behind bars. When, in December, she 
received the 2023 Nobel Peace Prize, 
her children accepted the award on her 
behalf. Narges had won it from prison. 
For decades, Narges has helped 
lranian women gather the courage to 
protest against injustice. Her influence 
cannot be stifled by jail, nor can it be 
confined to one country. She represents 
the fight for justice no matter the cost, 
and her bravery is the best argument 
against any leader, anywhere in the world, 
who would let a woman think that it’s 
better to stay quiet. 


Murad is a human-rights activist and 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
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Javier Milei 


Implementing austerity 
BY VERA BERGENGRUEN 


Javier Milei, a radical libertarian economics 
professor and former TV pundit with little 
government experience, won Argentina’s 
presidency ina landslide victory in November 
by promising to pull the country from the 
brink of economic collapse. His win shocked 
pollsters and exposed the desperation of 
46 million Argentines crippled by triple-digit 
inflation anda 40% poverty rate. “There’s no 
going back,” the self-described “anarcho- 
capitalist” told supporters after his victory. 
“Argentina’s situation is critical.” 

Milei, 53, has wasted little time. Warning 
Argentines to brace for pain, he embarked 
on a “shock therapy” campaign of hundreds 
of austerity measures: terminating 70,000 
state jobs, cutting federal aid, reducing the 
number of government ministries by half, 
and devaluing the peso. Tens of thousands 
of protesters took to the streets. At the 
same time, Milei’s profanity-laden tirades 
against Western “socialists’—and the 
“traitors” who defy him in Argentina’s 
legislature—have made him a global icon for 
the right. While it’s too soon to tell whether 
the new President’s measures will succeed, 
it’s clear that he has been right on one thing: 
with Milei in office, there will be no going 
back for Argentina. 


Bergengruen is a TIME senior correspondent 


E. Jean Carroll 


Stalwart survivor 
BY TARANA BURKE 


The triumph of E. Jean Carroll starts 
with her disclosures—here was this 
woman from the self-described 
“silent generation” ripping off the 
gag. She embodied what #MeToo 
was actually about: not a woman 
taking down a powerful man, but 
a woman freeing herself. And in 
E. Jean’s case, it just so happens, 
freeing millions more alongside her. 
We like to count women’s days 


, MILEI: TOMAS CUESTA—GETTY IMAGES; CARROLL: THE NEW YORK TIMES/REDUX; ABBOTT: 
54 TIME April 29, 2024 HOLLIE ADAMS—BLOOMBERG/GETTY IMAGES; LI: MARKUS SCHREIBER—AP 


and then count them out. That’s 


impossible to do with E. Jean. Her 
moves are undeniably heroic. And 
while we should all bow in gratitude 
to her for adding her name to 

the long list of women who have 
sacrificed themselves by telling their 
stories out loud in the hopes that 
one day we will end the harassment, 
the violence, the deafening silence— 
this was not her job. 

Her only job was to survive. So as 
we honor her, let’s also think about 
how to say thank you by making the 
country safer. 


Burke is the founder of the 
MeToo movement 
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Greg Abbott 
Rallying the GOP 
BY PHILIP ELLIOTT 


To the frustration of his 
political rivals, Greg 
Abbott is a talented room 
reader. During his nine 
years as the governor 

of Texas, he has proved 
adept at simultaneously 
throwing red meat to his 
conservative base while 
tempering pushback 
from the state’s liberal 
enclaves. All the while, he 
has masterfully needled 
Washington, through 
both unending legal 
challenges and agitating 
stunts, such as sending 
buses of migrants to 
Democratic cities. 
Despite some glaring 
missteps—including his 
handling of an ice storm 
that snowballed into an 
energy crisis, and initially 
praising the calamitous 
police response to the 
Uvalde school shooting— 
Abbott remains one of his 
party’s most persuasive 
pitchmen, especially on 
immigration, where he’s 
constantly pushing at the 
boundaries of what states 
can do on enforcement. 
Whether Donald Trump 
wins or loses this 

year, Abbott is among 

the contenders best 
positioned to eventually 
pick up the MAGA mantle. 


Elliott is a TIME 
senior correspondent 


e e 
LiQrang 
At the helm 
BY CHARLIE CAMPBELL 


Do not utter Li Qiang’s name in the city where 
it was made. In Shanghai, where Li served 
as Chinese Communist Party secretary from 
2017 until 2022, brutal COVID-19 lockdown 
measures left millions traumatized, shredding 
his hard-earned reputation as progressive 
and pro-business. One man was impressed, 
however: President Xi Jinping, who last 
March rewarded Li’s unswerving loyalty 

by promoting him to Premier and China’s 
second-in-command. 

While Xi has consolidated more executive 
power than any other Chinese leader 
since Mao Zedong, the gritty task of policy 
implementation now falls to Li—the COO to 
Xi’s formidable CEO. Born in rural Zhejiang 
province in 1959, Li spent his youth working in 
an irrigation-pump station and a tool factory. 
Today, his job is fixing China’s $17.52 trillion 
economy within the strict ideological 
balustrades set by Xi. 

It’s quite the inbox: China is battling 
deflation, record youth unemployment, 
plummeting investment, local-government 
debt equivalent to 76% of GDP, a festering 
real estate crisis, and a stock market that has 
lost $5 trillion in value. Fixing this will require 
tough choices—something Shanghai knows 
Li won’t shy away from. “The Chinese people,” 
he said in March, “have the courage, wisdom, 
to overcome any difficulties or obstacles.” 


Campbell is a TIME correspondent 
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Gavin Newsom 


Liberal vanguard 


BY BRIAN BENNETT 


The California governor’s man- 
sion has a history of catapulting 
ambitious politicians onto the 
national stage. Earl Warren left 
Sacramento in 1953 and remade 
the Supreme Court, overturning 
school segregation and expand- 
ing civil rights. Ronald Reagan 
rode a conservative wave from 
Hollywood all the way to the 
White House. 

Now it’s Gavin Newsom’s turn 
to see how far from Sacramento 
that West Coast power can carry 
one. He first gained national 
prominence two decades ago as 
the San Francisco mayor issuing 
same-sex-marriage licenses 
before virtually anyone else. 

As governor, he’s struggled 
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to head off homelessness and 
street crime. But he’s emerged 
as a defender of liberal values 
and relishes mixing it up with 
Republicans. At a Fox News 
debate in the fall, he gleefully 
mocked Florida Governor 
Ron DeSantis for trying to 
“out-Trump Trump” and losing. 
Amid pressure for Democrats 
to trade in Joe Biden, Newsom 
has instead adopted the role of 
full-throated attack dog for the 
81-year-old President. That’s 
helped put Newsom, 56, ona 
short list of Democratic contend- 
ers for the White House in 2028. 


Bennett is TIME’s senior White 
House correspondent 


Marina Silva 


Fighting deforestation 
BY CHRISTIANA FIGUERES 


Deeply grounded courage and unflinching 
tenacity define this remarkable woman. A 
native Amazonian from a rubber-tapper family, 
Marina Silva learned how to read and write 
as a teen. She went on to become one of 

the most influential Senators in Brazil, and 
stood as a presidential candidate. Today, as 
the country’s Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change, she is rebuilding Brazil's 
capacity to halt rampant illegal deforestation 
in the Amazon, a mission that has been at 
the center of her political and activist life. 
Against the odds, she is valiantly pushing for 
a domestic transition from centralized fossil- 
fuel energy to locally generated renewable 
energy. Internationally, she advocates that 
we reconsider our limited perspectives 

on what protecting nature can cost and 
instead embrace a more comprehensive 
understanding of the extraordinary economic 
impact and value that nature offers. This 
summer, she will champion the concept during 
the G-20 summit in Brazil. 


Figueres, a former executive secretary 

of the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, is a co-founder 

of Global Optimism 
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Jensen 
Huang 


Leading the chip revolution 
BY MARK ZUCKERBERG 


I always admired leaders who have the 
grit and determination to stick with 
their vision for long periods of time. 
Jensen Huang is the clear leader of the 
tech industry in this regard. 

He started with a belief in building 
powerful, parallelizable compute to 
deliver inspiring graphics and gaming 
experiences. While most of the 
industry focused on making mobile 
devices, he recognized that delivering 
the most powerful chips would 
unlock the next wave of innovation. 

Today, most AI models— 
everything from large language 
models to systems for autonomous 
driving to applications in science 
and health care—are trained on 
Nvidia hardware. You can trace this 
innovation back to Nvidia being in a 
position to design modern GPUs and 
deliver them at scale. It’s a remarkable 
testament to Jensen’s ability to evolve 
and execute. 

On top of this, Jensen has also 
taken the time to help me and 
other founders when we've faced 
challenges. I’m deeply appreciative 
of everything he has done for our 
industry. 


Zuckerberg is the founder, chairman, 
and CEO of Meta 
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Jonathan 
Anderson 


Forefront of fashion 


BY LUCA GUADAGNINO 


Great designers often have a sense of 
importance that’s too strong—they 
understand the idea of a garment 
without understanding the person 
who will wear it, and they conceive of 
luxury as strangely separated from the 
ground. What I love about Jonathan 
Anderson is that he is grounded, and 
he has an innate understanding of how 


fashion and human behavior inter- 
twine. Jonathan is one of the most in- 
telligent, empathetic, and curious peo- 
ple I know, but he also has a wonderful 
sense of humor, and a capacity not to 
take himself too seriously. 

Costume design in particular takes 
a great deal of humanity and wisdom, 
and working with him in the past has 
helped me better understand the char- 
acters whose stories we were telling. 
His work is always ahead of the curve. 
What he does at JW Anderson and 
Loewe is fashion that belongs to us all, 
now and in the future. 


Guadagnino is an 
Oscar-nominated filmmaker 
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Rachel 
Hardeman 


Combatting racism 
in health care 


BY LAUREN UNDERWOOD 


The U.S. remains one of the most dangerous 
developed countries on earth to give birth in. 
American moms are dying at unacceptably 
high rates in a crisis that is, too often, 
happening in the shadows. Our moms 
shouldn't have to beg for their lives, and 
Rachel Hardeman isn’t afraid to say so. Her 
antiracism research has been at the forefront 
of our fight to end our nation’s maternal-health 
crisis, uplifting evidence-based solutions 

to address the root causes of racism in our 
health care system. 

Hardeman always asks tough questions, 
confronts uncomfortable realities with grace, 
and through her unwavering determination 
offers all of us a path forward toward truly 
advancing birth equity. She is a critical 
partner in efforts to pass the Momnibus bill 
in Congress to ensure that pregnancy, labor 
and delivery, and the full yearlong postpartum 
period can be joyful for all of our families. 


Underwood, a Democrat, is a U.S. 
Representative for Illinois 
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Ynon Kreiz 
Visionary executive 


BY J.J. ABRAMS 


Some skilled kitesurfers, 
with enough speed sailing 
downwind, can manage 
to steer their kite upward, 
generating sufficient 

lift to pop off the water 
and fly magnificently 

into the sky. This 
maneuver requires careful 
coordination, control, 

and a fierce mental 
commitment. No surprise, 
then, that Mattel CEO 
Ynon Kreiz is not only a 
rabid kitesurfer, but one 
who regularly “pops.” His 
work at the esteemed toy 
company began six years 
ago, when sales were 
sluggish and Barbie was 
just a beloved doll. With 

a visionary’s eyes and a 
kitesurfer’s audacity, he 
reorganized, coordinated, 
and schemed—imagining 
Mattel not as a toy 
company but as an 
entertainment company. 
Those of us who have 
known Ynon for years 
have witnessed his 
unwavering determination 
to turn Barbie and other 
Mattel brands into 
cultural phenomena. One 
way he is doing that is 

by trusting his creative 
partners like Greta 
Gerwig to take giant, 
unexpectedly creative 
swings. With toy sales 
strong, Mattel Films 
development in overdrive, 
and an Oscar-winning, 
$1.5 billion hit under his 
belt, Ynon is only gaining 
speed, getting ready for 
his next launch skyward. 


Abrams, a filmmaker, 
is developing a movie 
with Mattel Films 


Akiko 
Iwasaki 


Illuminating immunity 


BY ANTHONY FAUCI 


The COVID-19 pandemic has left a 
lingering imprint on 65 million people 
worldwide suffering persistent symptoms 
after their acute illness has resolved. Yale 
professor Akiko Iwasaki is a renowned 
immunologist whom I have known since 
her fellowship at the National Institutes 
of Health 25 years ago marked her as 
arising star. Today, she is at the top of 
her game. Her deep appreciation of 

the regulation of the human immune 
system has allowed her to lead the 

way in delineating the mechanisms 

of how it reacts to COVID-19, and the 
consequences of Long COVID. Her 
expertise in innate immunity—or 

how the immune system first reacts to 
pathogens—is providing key insights 
into Long COVID, validating patient 
experiences and informing treatment 
strategies. Her accomplishments have 
earned her election to both the National 
Academy of Sciences and the National 
Academy of Medicine. Her leadership 
and her compassion, including 
championing women and people of color 
in science, has enormously benefited the 
scientific enterprise, and all of us. 

Fauci is a professor in the Georgetown 
University School of Medicine and a 
former director of the National Institute of 


Allergy and Infectious Diseases at the US. 
National Institutes of Health 
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Shawn Fain 
Striking a deal 


BY JOE BIDEN 


Last September in Michigan, 
UAW president Shawn 

Fain told his fellow striking 
workers, “In this union, the 
members are the highest 
authority. In this country, 
the people are the highest 
authority.” I know because I 
was there when he said it, as 
the first American President 
to walk a picket line. 

Shawn and I share a basic 
view of how workers deserve 
to be treated. Just as they sac- 
rificed when their employers 
were on the brink, they de- 
serve record contracts when 


those companies have record 
profits. It’s only fair. 

The historic wage in- 
creases the UAW won under 
Shawn’s leadership carry for- 
ward the powerful legacy of 


labor leader and fellow UAW 
president Walter Reuther, 
and have led virtually every 
automaker across the country 
to follow suit. They remind 
us that when unions win, all 
workers benefit. 

Shawn represents the hard- 
won success that unions— 
from the Teamsters, to the 
SEIU, to writers and actors, 
dockworkers and health care 
workers, baristas, warehouse 
workers, and more—had in 
making 2023 the year of the 
union. They proved what I’ve 
always said: Wall Street didn’t 
build America. The middle 
class built America. And 
unions built the middle class. 


Biden, a Democrat, is President 
of the United States 


TIME 


Maya Rudolph 


Comedic genius 


BY AMY POEHLER 


Maya Rudolph is a super talent who is lit 
from within. A performing polymath, she 
is able to deliver big laughs and deep 
emotions at the same time. We all fell 

in love with her on Saturday Night Live, 
where her characters were not only funny, 
they were having fun. Her work constantly 
reminds us that we shouldn’t be taking 
ourselves or our lives too seriously. 

For a comedy genius, she is a giant 
comedy fan. She is generous with her 
laughter. She loves being part of a team, 
but she can make the winning shot if you 
pass her the ball. And let’s not forget 
her voice, a special gift given to her by 
her mother Minnie. This voice can sing 
lead in a Prince cover band, deliver a 
ridiculous version of the national anthem, 
or give shape to animated characters that 
win Emmys. 

In Apple TV’s Loot, she plays Molly 
Novak, a billionaire who learns to give 
back. In life, Maya has already figured that 
out. She gives to us over and over again. 
We should count ourselves lucky that we 
get to live in a world where the hilarious 
California mama named Maya Rudolph is 
here to soothe our pain. 


Poehler is a writer, producer, 
and Emmy-winning actor 
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Dominique 
Crenn 


RY ae 


Pushing the boundaries of food 


BY ALICE WATERS 


The best chefs don’t just make 
delicious food; they feed us 
ideas. Dominique Crenn has 
earned worldwide acclaim for 
her restaurants—including the 
Paris-based Golden Poppy, which 
opened just last year—by using 
her cooking to tell stories and 
evoke emotions. There is a poetry 
to her food—both in how she 
composes each dish, and how 
deeply she thinks about it. She is 
focused on the most urgent mes- 
sage of our time: how we can live 
on this planet together. 

In 2019, Dominique, already 
the first female chef to earn 
three Michelin stars in the 
U.S., stopped serving meat to 
bring attention to industrial 
factory farming; her farm in 


Sonoma County, California, 
demonstrates that growing 

food regeneratively can be a 
delicious solution to climate 
change, rebuilding soil health 

by pulling carbon from the air 
back into the ground. When food 
comes directly from farmers who 
take care of the land, you bring 
the values of those producers 
directly to the table. Sourcing 
food in this way, she uses her 
artistry to highlight the profound 
role our food choices have on 

the environment. Above all, 
Dominique understands the 
power that food has to change 
our lives—and the planet. 


Waters is an award-winning chef 
and cookbook author 
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Julie Sweet 


Tech magnate 

BY KLAUS SCHWAB 

In an era when technology and leadership 
intertwine to shape futures, Julie Sweet 
stands out for her clear vision and pragmatic 
insights on technology's role in society. The 
Accenture CEO has steered one of the world’s 
leading consulting and technology-services 
firms through the complexities of digital 
transformation, championing sustainability 
and inclusivity alongside growth. Under 

her, Accenture has not only broadened its 
services but also had a deeply positive 
societal impact, using technology to solve 
pressing issues. 

Julie has led initiatives that prioritize 
responsible business practices, advocating 
for both the environment and digital ethics, 
while fostering a culture of diversity within 
Accenture and beyond. 

Julie’s strategic foresight and commit- 
ment to the common good embody the kind of 
leadership that shapes not only companies 
but also the future of our global community. 
She is a leader who not only anticipates the 
future, but also actively works to shape it for 
the better. 


Schwab is the founder and executive 
chairman of the World Economic Forum 


Connie Walker 


Uncovering truths 


BY JULIAN BRAVE 
NOISECAT 


Connie Walker’s first 
assignment for her 

high school newspaper 
was a story about the 
murder of a Saulteaux 
Indigenous woman by two 
white men near where 
Walker grew up on the 
Okanese First Nation. She 
didn’t see any Indigenous 
journalists covering the 
story. She realized she 
could be that voice. 

Nearly a decade 
ago, | interviewed 
Walker because she had 
become that voice. Her 
groundbreaking work has 
shed light on unsolved 
cases of missing and 
murdered Indigenous 
people, even unearthing 
new evidence. 

While many news- 
rooms continue to ignore 
our stories, Walker has 
skin in the game. In the 
most recent season of 
her Pulitzer Prize-winning 
podcast, Stolen, she 
turned her investigative 
acumen on the Indian 
residential school where 
her father was abused—a 
story all too familiar for 
Native families. 

It’s her relentless 
commitment to exposing 
hidden truths—which she 
pursues with the dogged 
drive of an investigator, 
the compassion of 
a relative, and the 
vulnerability of an artist— 
that makes her voice so 
powerful. 


NoiseCat is a writer 
and filmmaker 


Katsuhiko 
Hayashi 


Fertility pioneer 


BY SHINYA YAMANAKA 


For years, Katsuhiko Hayashi, a professor at 
Osaka University in Japan, has been at the 
forefront of developmental and reproductive 
biology, focusing on turning pluripotent stem 
cells (which can become any cell) into germ 
cells—those that become either an egg or 

a sperm. In just the past few years, he has 
made several fundamental discoveries. He 
re-created the entire cycle of a mouse egg 
cell (oocyte) and reconstituted the ovarian 
follicle—which holds the egg—in a dish. Last 
year, his team produced oocytes using cells 
from male mice, resulting in pups born to two 
biological fathers. His work offers hope to 
those with infertility problems or same-sex 
couples who one day wish to have biological 
children. It could also enable endangered 
species to breed. As biological breakthroughs 
often pose a double-edged sword, Katsuhiko 
is well aware of the scientific and ethical 
challenges as he determines whether his 
discoveries are translatable and socially 
acceptable for aiding human reproduction. 


Yamanaka is a researcher and Nobel laureate 
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Marina 
Tabassum 


Forward-thinking architect 
BY SARAH M. WHITING 


Altruism isn’t typically a term attributed to 
award-winning architects—a profession 
where signature has become a common 
adjective—but Marina Tabassum isn’t 
typical. She has developed a practice and 

a way of being that prioritizes local cultures 
and values, as well as the perils faced by our 
shared planet. 

Tabassum’s altruism even extends to 
buildings themselves. She cares for her 
creations as creatures partaking in the 
resources of our earth: describing her 
Bait Ur Rouf Mosque in Dhaka, Bangladesh, 
which won the prestigious Aga Khan Award, 
she said a building “has to be able to breathe 
without artificial aids.” Elsewhere in the 
country, which faces increased flood risks 
due to climate change, she has developed 
houses that are cost-effective and easy 
to move—clearly, buildings shouldn’tjust 
breathe; they should avoid getting their 
feet wet. While she practices very locally, 
she teaches, lectures, and is recognized 
internationally, modeling architecture 
not as an individual signature but as a 
collective Esperanto. 


Whiting is dean of the Harvard 
Graduate School of Design 
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doh 


Dave Ricks 


Developing 
game-changing 
treatments 

BY SHANTANU NARAYEN 


| first met Dave Ricks in 2017 as part of 
our search to expand Adobe's board of 
directors. We wanted a CEO who shared 
our commitment to investing in innovative 
platforms that would serve customers 

for decades. Equal parts visionary and 
pragmatist, Dave has a deep appreciation 
for the power of science and technology 
to help people lead better and more 
productive lives. Over the course of his 
28-year tenure at Eli Lilly, Dave and his 
team have pursued some of the most 
complex diseases and accelerated the 
company’s delivery of new medicines 
around the world, helping millions of 
people manage illnesses like diabetes, 
obesity, and autoimmune conditions. His 
foresight and bold moves have put Lilly 
on a path to become the most valuable 
pharmaceutical company in the world, 
with the blockbuster success of GLP-1- 
based medicines like tirzepatide, which 
treats diabetes as Mounjaro and obesity 
as Zepbound. What stands out to me, 

as someone who knows him well, are 

his humility, fierce determination, and 
approachability—and the mindset it takes 
to contribute and learn. 


Narayen is the chair and CEO of Adobe 


Tory Burch 
Signature style 


BY NAOMI WATTS 


I knew of Tory Burch, the 
New York City-based 
fashion designer who 
has cultivated a devoted 
following over the past 
20 years, well before 

we met. After all, she 
created the template for 
a woman-owned, purpose- 
led fashion company. 

But it wasn’t until | 
sought her advice over 
spoonfuls of dessert that 
| understood her defining 
characteristic. 

After | shared my 
dreams for my fledgling 
company, Tory offered 
invaluable guidance I’ve 
held close to my heart 
ever since. Of course, 
she has phenomenal 
personal style and canny 
business savvy—she’s 
the queen of viral fashion 
moments (ballet flats and 
pink hoop dresses!). Her 
clothes carry on the great 
traditions of American 
sportswear—beautifully 
designed with a slice of 
pragmatism. But what 
has struck me most 
about Tory is her sincerity 
in wanting women to 
succeed. She may 
prefer to shine the light 
elsewhere, but I’m thrilled 
to turn the spotlight on 
my friend Tory Burch. 


Watts is an Oscar- 
nominated actor 
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You can’t really separate South Africa’s 
history from rugby. Nelson Mandela 
once offered rugby as an olive branch 
between opposing sides of the coun- 
try, so there’s an immense amount 

of pride when it comes to the sport. 
It’s like the connective tissue of the 
nation. 

Siya Kolisi, as the captain of the 
national rugby team, is right at the 
center. He’s been the embodiment 
of hope during a time in which many 
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Siya Kolisi 


Pride of a nation 


BY TREVOR NOAH 


South Africans find it hard to hold on 
to any. Through political strife, an en- 
ergy crisis, and the effects of COVID- 
19, Siya has made rugby into some- 
thing more than just a competition. 
His multiple victories—the country’s 
victories—have meant so much. 

Through his wisdom and humil- 
ity, Siya has taught us what a power- 
ful captain should be: someone who 
serves and inspires those he leads. 
And for him to lead a team ina 


historically white sport, to be loved 
and adored by fans of all races, is an 
immense achievement. 

Siya is an incessant warrior on the 
field, but he’s also a doting dad, a lov- 
ing husband, and a great friend. He’s 
given so much to a nation of 62 million 
people. I hope he’s been savoring 
every moment of his success. 


Noah is a comedian, writer, and Emmy- 
winning television host 
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Taraji P. 
Henson 


Unapologetic artist 

BY MARY J. BLIGE 

Even before I knew her, I already felt 
like Taraji P. Henson was my friend. 
She was an actor I loved to watch, and 
I always felt like I could relate to her 
because she perfectly embodied who 
we are as women. I couldn't wait to 
meet her. And when I finally did, it 
was on and popping from there. Taraji 
fit right into my crew. 

What I love most about her is that 
she is unapologetically herself. Taraji 
is areal woman—she doesn't bite her 
tongue, and she’s not afraid to stand up 
for what she believes in. She’s always 
true and authentic, and she’s just as 
fearless onscreen, which is why she’s 
one of my favorite actors. Watching her 
commit 1 million percent to whatever 
character she’s portraying is amazing. 
Her courage really sets her apart, in 
Hollywood and in real life. 

Even though she doesn’t need any 
advice, I'll say this to my beautiful 
friend: Taraji, my sis, keep being 
yourself and keep doing what you're 
doing. There’s nobody like you. 

I love you. 


Blige is a Grammy-winning and 
Oscar-nominated singer-songwriter 
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Jenni 
Hermoso 


Demonstrating strength 


BY MANA SHIM 


There wasn’t a question in Jenni Hermoso’s 
mind that what Luis Rubiales did to her 
onstage after her team won the 2023 Women’s 
World Cup was wrong. When Rubiales, the 
president of the Spanish football federation— 
Hermoso’s boss—grabbed her face and 
kissed her, millions of us watching live on 
television knew it was wrong too. 

Speaking up in 2021 about my own 
experience with sexual harassment was one 
of the most difficult things I’ve ever done, 
so | know how much bravery it requires. My 
decision to come forward helped spur a new 
era in women’s soccer in the U.S.—but globally, 
soccer is still controlled by men. Hermoso 
courageously told her truth, over and over again, 
despite efforts to silence her. After Spanish 
players united as one in protest, Rubiales 
resigned and was eventually banned for three 
years by FIFA. In the National Women’s Soccer 
League last summer, my teammates and | were 
proud to wear her name on our wrist to stand 
behind her and continue her call for change. 


Shim is an athlete and the chair of the U.S. 
Soccer Participant Safety Taskforce 
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Michael J. Fox 


Flying high 


I know Michael J. Fox. Like, I know him 
pretty damn well. He’s funny. He’s warm. 
He’s handsome and intensely smart. He 
also falls a lot. Not just because he has 
Parkinson’s. He falls a lot because he’s un- 
afraid to fly. 

I met Mike 17 years ago. I’ve watched 
him raise the bar for purpose and passion. 
It'd be kinda lazy to simply characterize 
him as the greatest champion of Parkin- 
son’s research on the planet. He’s someone 
who helped my dad, along with millions 
of others, feel less alone. It’d be kinda lazy 
to simply regard him as a movie star who 
shaped the lives of people all over the 
planet with a uniquely electric wit and 
self-aware charm. He’s the sum of these 
beautiful parts. And so many more. 
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Last year I watched Back to the Future 
with my 8-year-old daughter. It’s become 
her favorite film. And for now, that’s 
enough for me—and her. One more kid 
from one more generation sees what I saw. 

I know how lucky I am to call Mike a 
friend. She still has no idea that I know 
him. I don’t need to teach my daughter the 
level of compassion Mike has mastered. Or 
teach her to tell stories the way Mike tells 
stories. I need to teach her that it’s OK to 
fall a lot. It’s the absolute best way to know 
you're flying. 


Reynolds is an actor and producer 
who since 2009 has served on the 
Michael J. Fox Foundation’s board 


Rosanna 
Flamer- 
Caldera 


Campaigning 
for equality 


Rosanna Flamer-Caldera 
has spent more than two 
decades advocating for 
LGBTQ rights in Sri Lanka, 
and her relentless 
advocacy led to a major 
victory for queer women 
globally. In a landmark 
decision in 2022, the U.N. 
sided with Flamer-Caldera 
in her case against 

Sri Lanka’s ban on same- 
sex intimacy between 
women, declaring it a 
human-rights violation. 
The case brought LGBTQ 
rights to the fore in Sri 
Lankan politics, and 
soon after the decision, 
a lawmaker introduced 

a bill to decriminalize 
homosexuality in the 
country. President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe has 
said he won’t oppose 
the amendment, but 

the proposed law’s 
constitutionality was 
challenged before the 
Supreme Court. Flamer- 
Caldera’s LGBTQ-rights 
group, Equal Ground, 
was among those that 
petitioned to support 
the bill. The court ruled 
in their favor last year, 
clearing the path for 

the law to progress in 
Parliament, where Equal 
Ground is now working to 
help ensure it passes. 


Mansoor isa 
TIME reporter 


Julienne 
Lusenge 


Peace builder 
BY VOLKER TURK 


Societies are only as 
strong and resilient as 
their women and girls. 
The work of Julienne 
Lusenge embodies this 
truth. In the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, a 
country torn apart by 
decades of conflict, 
women and girls live with 
a daily reality of violence, 
extreme hardship, and 
the denial of fundamental 
rights. Outraged by these 
injustices, Julienne, a 
human-rights defender, 
co-founded SOFEPADI, 
which works to prevent 
sexual and gender-based 
violence, to support and 
empower survivors, and 
to help them rebuild 
their lives. She is also 
on the board of the 
U.N. Voluntary Fund 
for Victims of Torture, 
which each year helps 
thousands of people 
regain their dignity. In 
2023, the U.N. recognized 
Julienne’s far-reaching 
impact with the United 
Nations Prize in the Field 
of Human Rights. 
Julienne’s work to 
strengthen women’s 
participation in political 
processes has been—and 
continues to be—key 
for peace building in 
Congo. As she herself 
said, “Women are the first 
victims of war, but only 
they hold the unique key 
to peace.” 


Turk is the U.N. High 
Commissioner for 
Human Rights 


Sofia Coppola 


Paradigm shifter 


In 2002, Sofia Coppola came to my 
acting class to workshop her script 

for her upcoming movie, Lost in 
Translation. I was an out-of-work 
actor who had just bombed an 
audition for the role of Dog Walker on 
an episode of Law & Order. Suddenly, 
I was being directed by one of the 
most exciting young directors of my 
generation. She had made only one 
movie, The Virgin Suicides, but she was 
already a paradigm-shifting icon. 
Since then, she has continued to 

train her empathic gaze and singular 
aesthetic on the empty spaces and in- 
betweens of women’s lives. I was lucky 
enough to play one of those women 

in On the Rocks, almost 20 years after 
our first meeting. Sofia has an elegant 
leadership style as a director that 
makes it a pleasure to be on her set— 
she is collaborative and communicates 
with grace. But beneath that is a 
deftness, a quiet determination; she 
has the vision of a master painter. 
Whether the movies are set in 

18th century France, 1960s Tennessee, 
or modern-day Manhattan, there is 
an achingly beautiful, unmistakable 
continuity in the Sofia Coppola 
Cinematic Universe. 


Jones is an actor, writer, and Emmy- 
nominated producer 


PHOTOGRAPH BY THEA TRAFF 


LUSENGE: VICTOR BOYKO—AURORA HUMANITARIAN INITIATIVE/GETTY IMAGES; MUGISHA REFERENCE IMAGE: JOHN NACION—GETTY IMAGES 


tay 


Frank 
Mugisha 


Undaunted defender 


In the face of death threats and intimidation, 
of lostjobs and lost friends, and as one of the 
few out gay people in Uganda, Frank Mugisha 
has never backed down from fighting for 
LGBTIQ+ rights. 

As a college student, he founded 
Icebreakers Uganda to support young people 
coming out to their families. When the 
Ugandan government passed an aggressive 
anti-gay law last year, Frank and his allies 
immediately challenged it in court. 

He did the same when the government 
refused to register the organization he leads, 
Sexual Minorities Uganda. He’s now a fellow 
at Columbia University’s Institute of Global 
Politics, where I’m honored to work alongside 
him as he defends the human rights of gay 
Ugandans and people around the world. 

Progress toward a more just future 
is possible, but itis not inevitable. Only 
through the undaunted work of leaders like 
Frank—whose courage has earned him the 
Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award and 
a Nobel Peace Prize nomination—will true 
equality be achieved. 


Clinton, a Democrat, is a former 
U.S. Senator and Secretary of State 
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Burna Boy 


Hitmaker 


Ten years ago or so, when young African 
musicians would come to me for advice, 

| would tell them, “You don’t need to mimic 
American artists! The world needs the 
amazing richness and beauty of our traditional 
African music and our culture. This land is 
where most of modern music comes from. 
This source of inspiration is inexhaustible. Its 
freshness and its elegance will get the world’s 
attention for sure.” 

Burna Boy has made that vision a global 
reality. Inspired by the fantastic drums of 
Nigerian folk music, and studied in the craft 
of the great African singer-songwriters, he 
follows in the footsteps of Fela Kuti—the 
internationally celebrated Afrobeats artist 
and activist. Burna Boy’s deeply original flow 
and his signature groove have conquered 
the world with an impressive series of firsts: 
in 2023, he became the first African artist 
to sell outa U.S. stadium, and in 2024, he 
became the first Afrobeats artist to sing at 
the Grammys. 

He is history in the making. Now a whole 
generation of young people from the continent 
is looking up to him. 


Kidjo is a Grammy-winning musician 
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Sakshi Malik 


Demanding justice 


In early 2023, a handful of India’s 
most celebrated wrestlers gathered 
at Jantar Mantar—a popular protest 
site in Delhi. Notable among them 
was 31-year-old Sakshi Malik, India’s 
first and only female wrestler to win 
an Olympic medal. The group gath- 
ered to demand the immediate arrest 
and resignation of Brij Bhushan Singh, 
a powerful ruling-party Member of 
Parliament and chief of the Wres- 
tling Federation of India, accused of 
sexually harassing female athletes. 
What began as a small, targeted 
protest to demand decisive govern- 
ment action in favor of the wrestlers 
ballooned instead into a yearlong 
battle unprecedented in Indian sport, 
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drawing support from across the 
country and attention from across the 
world. After the wrestlers’ protests, 
Singh was charged with sexual harass- 
ment, stalking, and intimidation, 
charges he has denied. 

“This fight is no longer only for 
India’s female wrestlers,” said Malik 
of the movement she helped spark, 
“St is for the daughters of India 
whose voices have been silenced time 
and again.” 

Shortly after Singh’s successor, 
aclose ally and business partner, 
was elected to oversee the Wrestling 
Federation of India, Sakshi Malik— 
in an emotional, public, and very 
brave act of defiance—quit the 
sport. She did not, however, quit the 
battle. Her light, and the light of all 
those standing against harassment, 
continues to shine. 


Pahuja is an Oscar-nominated 
documentary filmmaker 
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Thelma 
Golden 


Soul-stirring vision 


Every once ina while, 
my good friend Thelma 
Golden will meet someone 
who is shocked to learn 
this tiny, energetic, and 
dynamic woman is a 
paradigm-shifting curator. 
Some would find this 
disheartening. But not 
Thelma. She sees it as her 
chance to show the world 
exactly what she can do. 
As one of the most 
influential people in art, 
Thelma knows the power 
of flipping an assumption 
on its head. Her exhibits 
at the Studio Museum in 
Harlem and the Whitney 
not only stop you in your 
tracks, they also show 
you so much more about 
the depth of the Black 
experience. Her steadfast 
dedication has given 
voice to a new generation 
of artists and curators 
who are ready to stir our 
souls too—folks who 
may have otherwise gone 
unnoticed had it not been 
for Thelma’s eye for talent 
and potential. She has 
broadened the world of 
art to better reflect the 
sum of us, rather than 
just a few. That’s power. 
And that’s why, while 
some folks might go on 
underestimating her, Ill 
never be one of them. 


Obama is a lawyer, author, 
and former First Lady of 
the United States 


Elliot Page 


Trans-rights 
champion 


Elliot Page’s brilliance first struck my high 
school besties and me with his performance 
inJuno in 2007. His brand of anxious 

teen nihilism felt raw and oh-so-millennial 

in a way few actors had pulled off for our 
generation by then. In time, Elliot became a 
queer Hollywood icon, and | saw him in other 
productions, like The Umbrella Academy. 

But | didn’t meet Elliot, the person, until 
early 2023. We bonded as transgender 
figures completing our debut memoirs. 
Elliot’s Pageboy ultimately landed ata time 
when conservatives were—as they still 
are—threatening trans people’s bodily 
autonomy and self-determination. But Elliot 
remains undeterred, letting down the shield 
that his platform and privileges afford, and 
championing grassroots activist efforts 

like the Gen Z—guided Trans Prom at the 

U.S. Capitol. In whatever he does, Elliot is 
aware that his truth and power serve as a light 
in which others can see their own. 


Willis is an activist and the author 
of The Risk It Takes to Bloom 
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Mark Cuban 


Rethinking 
drug pricing 


BY ASHTON KUTCHER 


Mark Cuban is a true 
visionary, changemaker, 
and friend. He has 
demonstrated bold 
entrepreneurial spirit 
that fueled the rise of 
streaming media and 
continues to leave an 
indelible mark on the 
world. But perhaps his 
most impactful venture 
yet is the Mark Cuban 
Cost Plus Drug Co. He is 
challenging the broken 
pharmaceutical industry 
by helping millions afford 
vital medications. Mark is 
showing that compassion 
and innovation can go 
hand in hand to solve 
some of society’s 
biggest challenges. 
Leveraging his business 
acumen and celebrity 
platform to disrupt the 
status quo requires a 
delicate balance. And 
Mark is doing it to provide 
real, tangible relief to 
people in need. 

Mark Cuban is 
more than just a wildly 
successful entrepreneur; 
he’s willing to share what 
he has learned and built 
with others to help them 
reach their potential, 
while setting an example 
as a humanitarian who 
uses his gifts to build a 
better, healthier, more 
equitable world for us all. 
Bravo, Mark. 


Kutcher is an actor, 
producer, and 
entrepreneur 


Kylie Minogue 


Otherworldly pop star 


Kylie Minogue was one of the first 
people I ever met from TV. She was 

a pop star, and I had watched her in 
Neighbours every day for a decade. So 
when she came to an early Coldplay 
show, Id already been her fan for 
nearly 15 years. 

Kylie is so inspiring to me—she lives 
her life so gracefully and approaches 
every project with such passion and 
dedication. She always seems to be 
10 years ahead of everyone else, and 
she’s an artist who knows how to be 
of service, making songs that fans 
go on to love for years. Kylie creates 
a space where everyone is safe to be 
themselves. When I look at her I feel 
hope. She’s proof there are humans 
who don't judge. 

That first meeting was otherworldly. 
After all this time, Kylie’s star has never 
dimmed. It’s an honor and a privilege 
to know her, and she is deserving of 
every good thing that happens to her. 


Martin is the Grammy-winning lead 
singer of Coldplay 
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Hayao 
Miyazaki 


Unmatched 
animator 


| discovered Hayao Miyazaki’s Toei Animation 
films as a child—films like The Wonderful 
World of Puss ’n Boots and series like 

Heidi and Marco, in which his style and 
influence became increasingly identifiable. 
Encountering My Neighbor Totoro as an adult, 
my mind snapped back to those earlier works, 
and | recognized how much this man had 
shaped my childhood. 

Miyazaki’s work provokes that rare 
emotion—the shiver of recognition of a type of 
beauty that is impossible in the real world and 
thus exists only in his films. Yet he is also a 
brutal realist regarding greed, war, and human 
rage. He knows that we shape and destroy the 
planet and that humans are the best and the 
worst of our world. 

He is entirely genuine. A one-of-a-kind 
creator who exists fully in his art. He is the 
single most influential animation director 
in the history of the medium, and one of my 
top 10 favorite storytellers in any audiovisual 
medium. The Boy and the Heron is a subtle 
masterpiece that exerts a gravitational pull— 
and many of us feel that pull intensely. 


Del Toro is an Oscar-winning 
director and producer 
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Suzanne Simard 


The tree whisperer 


Human beings may pride 
themselves on the buried webs 
of wire and fiber-optic cables 
that allow far-flung populations 
to keep in touch, but the trees 
beat us to it—by many millions of 
years. That is the revolutionary 
finding of Suzanne Simard, 
professor of forest ecology at the 
University of British Columbia, 
and the author of Finding the 
Mother Tree. 

Deep beneath the forest 
floor, Simard has found, trees 
communicate via vast networks 
of mycorrhizal fungi, using 
those symbiotic life-forms to 
help them share nutrients and 
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even communicate information 
about threats such as disease and 
drought. 

Her TED talks have been 
viewed more than 10 million 
times, and her 200-plus 
peer-reviewed articles have 
deeply informed the thinking 
of conservationists and 
environmentalists working 
to help preserve forests ina 
world ever more threatened by 
climate change and wildfires. 
The trees, Simard teaches us, 
are talking. It is our job to start 
listening. 


Kluger is a TIME editor-at-large 


Motaz 
Azaiza 
Gaza’s photographer 


For 108 days, Motaz Azaiza acted as the 
world’s eyes and ears in his native Gaza. 
Armed with a camera and a flak jacket 
marked “PRESS,” the 25-year-old Palestinian 
photographer spent nearly four months 
documenting life under Israeli bombardment: 
families displaced from homes, women 
mourning loved ones, a man trapped beneath 
the rubble. His images offered a glimpse 

into Gaza that few in the international 
press—which has been all but barred from 
accessing the Strip—could rival. He did so 

at great risk: At least 95 journalists have 
been killed in Gaza since Oct. 7, in what 

has been the deadliest period for the press 
since the Committee to Protect Journalists 
began tracking fatalities in 1992. Dozens 
more have been injured or arrested. Since 
evacuating Gaza in January, Azaiza’s role has 
shifted to raising awareness of the crisis— 
and to calling for international intervention. 
“What is happening in Gaza is not content for 
you,” he said. “We are not telling you what is 


happening ... for your likes or views or shares. 


No, we are waiting for you to act. We need to 
stop this war.” 


Serhan is a TIME staff writer 
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Beauty seen 
through eyes 
of aneedle 


Special thread continues to weave its magic 


BY DENG ZHANGYU 


“Only when | take the needle 
out and touch silk thread do | 
feel fully comfortable,” says Zou 
Yingzi, an inheritor of Su em- 
broidery, an ancient craft that 
originates from the garden city 
of Suzhou in Jiangsu province. 

The day before the interview, 
Zou, 53, worked more than 10 
hours late into the night ona 
large piece of Su embroidery. 

A piece stretching over about 
20 inches can take months to 
complete. 

From Zou's mother to her 
grandmothers, all the women 
in her family are good at 
needlework, particularly Su 
embroidery, which features 
intricate stitches and the cre- 
ative use of silk threads dyed in 
various colors. 

Su embroidery goes back 
more than 2,000 years. A piece 
of fabric with exquisite silk 
embroidery unearthed from 
atomb in the area showed 
that the craft dates back to 
the Spring and Autumn Period 
(770-476 B.C.). Over centuries 
needlework had been a must- 
learn skill for women, who 
were responsible for making 
clothes for their families. It was 
a tradition that mothers should 
make wedding clothes with 
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exquisite embroidery for their 
daughters. 

Zou says when she was 6 
she started to help her mother 
make Su embroidery items. 

“| dreamed of becoming a 
painter, and the needle has 
helped that dream become 
reality.” 

Her studio in Suzhou is full of 
her work. Flowers, cats, butter- 
flies, figurines of Buddhist deities 
and scenes from nature become 
vivid and real on silk fabric. One 
can even make out a single 
strand of a cat's fur. A single 
silk thread can be split into 16 
or more strands, which in most 
cases are too thin to be seen. 

Su embroidery is known for its 
rich colors, intricate embroidery 
techniques, elegant designs and 
clean stitches. All these char- 
acteristics, which distinguish it 
from other embroidery styles in 
China, have long been connected 
with the natural environment and 
lifestyle of Suzhou, a city with a 
long history of silk making and 
textile artisanship, says Zheng 
Lihong, an art professor at Soo- 
chow University in Suzhou. 

The city also boasts elegant 
gardens and Kunqu Opera. It 
was an economic and cultural 
center in ancient China. Many of 
the nobility and well-educated 
people settled in the city, and 
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A flock of birds come alive 
in the skilled hands of 

Fu Xianghong, a master 
of Su embroidery known 
for her flower-and-bird 
works. GAO ERQIANG / 
CHINA DAILY 


the women of these noble fami- 
lies in particular had a taste for 
art. The style of their needlework 
was influenced by the aesthetic 
tastes of the city's nobles. 

“To some extent, Su em- 
broidery is close to paintings,” 
Zheng says. “Many artists 
offered their ink paintings and 
calligraphy for embroiderers to 
re-create.” 

The embroidery reached its 
golden age during the Song Dy- 
nasty (960-1279), incorporating 
elements of the literati paintings 
popular at the time. The craft 
became a favorite in the court 
of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) 
and was used in the tailoring of 
robes and decorations coveted 
by Chinese royalty. It was during 
this period that the term suxiu, 
Su embroidery, was coined. 

“Itis an art form created by 
women who live ina city that 
boasts an artistic lifestyle,” 
Zheng says. 

In 1954 the Suzhou Silk 
Embroidery Research Institute 


From left: Animals and flowers are iconic subjects in the works of Fu Xianghong. GAO ERQIANG / CHINA DAILY An embroidery work depicting a landscape showcases 


was established, and many 
innovations in silk embroidery 
techniques soon followed. Prod- 
ucts made using Su embroidery 
were among the most popular 
handicrafts exported overseas. 

In the 1980s and '90s, Zou 
says, she and her mother made 
alot of Su embroidery to be 
exported to Japan, South Korea 
and Europe. However, her father 
encouraged her to stitch for 
the sake of art. At the age of 19, 
Zou learned how to paint and 
spent months learning other 
embroidery techniques from an 
established embroiderer. 

She can now proficiently 
apply various stitching tech- 
niques to different parts of her 
creations. Techniques to stitcha 
cat's eyeball, its hair and its tail 
are different. 

“Su embroidery has very 
flexible stitching techniques,” 
says Zou, whose works are now 
widely collected by museums 
in China. “It varies based on the 
picture we make.” 


China Watch materials are distributed by China Daily Distribution Corp. on behalf of China Daily, Beijing, China. 


Unlike Zou, whose works are 
more like art pieces, the works 
of Fu Xianghong, 59, are often 
made for everyday use. 

Sitting in her studio in Su- 
zhou, where large embroidery 
pieces of flowers, birds and ani- 
mals hang on walls, she says 
that Su embroidery is a kind of 
art that decorates life. Exquisite 
silk cellphone bags, fan bags, 
clothes with Su embroidery 
patterns, accessories, floor 
screens and even furniture are 
among her range of products. 

Like other embroiderers, Fu 
learned the technique from 
her family. 

The usual subjects of Su 
embroidery include land- 
scapes, calligraphy, flowers, 
birds and insects, cats and 
Buddhist deities. Fu, born ina 
village in a mountainous area, 
where flowers can be seen all 
year round, is good at creating 
flower-themed works. 

To produce vivid flowers she 
goes outside to observe her 
subject closely, but most of 
her time is spent in her studio, 
where she can sit down and 
stitch for hours, sometimes 
getting so engrossed she 
forgets to eat and sleep. 

To re-create the colors of the 
flowers she must stitch the key 
parts of her pictures during 
the day, because natural light 
is important for creating Su 
embroidery because of the 
craft's abundance of colors. 
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From top: Fu Xianghong instructs an 


embroiderer at her studio in Suzhou, 


Jiangsu province. GAO ERQIANG / 
CHINA DAILY Zou Yingzi has been 
dedicated to the Su embroidery for 
decades. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY 


For a single color Fu has to dye 
dozens of shades. Different 
parts of a flower also need 


threads of various thicknesses. 


“Behind the beauty of Su 
embroidery are many intricate 
processes. The charm of the 
art is its highly flexible and 
innovative use of stitching 
techniques.” 

Thanks to the development 
of the craft, the number of Su 
embroidery techniques has 
risen from about 10 initially to 
dozens today. 

Fu says that because of 
the creativity and innovation 
required her work cannot be 
done by machines or artificial 
intelligence, its charm relying 
on the human touch. 

Her passion for the craft 
continues to increase, she 
says, and it is now more an 
artistic expression than a way 
of earning a crust. 

She has a team of about 20 
women who are all experi- 
enced embroiderers, and her 
daughter is following in her 
footsteps. 

“For me, Su embroidery is 
not art confined to museums. 
| prefer to connect it with our 
everyday lives and make it 
more suitable for our modern 
lifestyle.” 
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BY WANG KEJU 


Ina twist of fate, outdated 
clothes, obsolete smartphones, 
previously cherished applianc- 
es and used books, once mostly 
destined for recycling bins or 
landfills, are finding a new lease 
on life thanks to China’s thriving 
secondhand economy. 

Many things are driving this 
shift, with a combination of gov- 
ernment initiatives, a burgeon- 
ing market of surplus goods 
and changing attitudes among 
the country’s tech-sawvy and 
environmentally conscious 
youth playing influential roles, 
analysts said. 

Liu Menggi, 28, of Changsha, 
Hunan province, said she sold 
asmartwatch she had won at 
acompany event for 900 yuan 
($125), after a sales tug-of-war 
onthe secondhand e-commerce 
platform Xianyu in February. 

Individuals 


Preloved: a lifestyle that 
is quickly catching on 


As consumerism surges, 

a surplus of products has 
emerged, leading to significant 
inventories of outdated and 
unwanted items. These goods, 
ranging from clothing and elec- 
tronics to household items and 
more, form the foundation of the 
secondhand economy, Zhu said. 

Online platforms have be- 
come the bridge between sellers 
looking to offload their unused 
belongings and buyers seeking 
cost-effective alternatives or 
unique finds and bargains. 

The convenience and ac- 
cessibility of online platforms 
have fueled the popularity of 
the secondhand economy 
among young people. With just 
a few clicks, users can browse 
through a vast array of prod- 
ucts, compare prices and make 
secure transactions. 

The value of China’s used 
goods e-commerce market 
last year is likely 


selling their to have been 
underused or about 548.6 
outdated goods billion yuan, 

has become in- 14.25% more 
creasingly com- than in 2022, 
mon in China, the e-commerce 
as evidenced by digital economy 
figures from the media platform 
country’s largest 100ec.cn said. 
secondhand An offline store of secondhand This surge in 
goods trading e-commerce platform Xianyuin —_ trading activity 
platform, Xianyu, Hangzhou, Zhejiang province. is being helped 
which boasts LONG WEI / FOR CHINA DAILY by arapidly 


500 million user 

accounts, with more than 1 bil- 
lion items available for sale by 
May last year. 

China’s domestic used 
product market, which was 
said to be worth more than 1 
trillion yuan in 2020, is forecast 
to be worth triple in 2025, the 
Institute of Energy, Environ- 
ment and Economy at Tsinghua 
University in Beijing said. 

The rapid development of 
China's economy and a sus- 
tained period of rising consumer 
spending power have created 
perfect conditions for the sec- 
ondhand economy, said Zhu Keli, 
founding director of the China 
Institute of New Economy. 

The total value of consumer 
goods sold in China last year 
was 471 trillion yuan, compared 
with 23.8 trillion 10 years earlier. 


Additional information is on file with the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 


expanding user 
base, which is estimated to 
have risen to 620 million, 
33.9% more than in 2022. 

Young people have emerged 
as a key driving force behind 
the growth of the industry. 

The user base of used goods 
e-commerce platforms is pre- 
dominantly comprised of Gen- 
eration Z, said Aurora Mobile, a 
big data platform in Shenzhen, 
Guangdong province. More 
than 90% of users who engage 
in high-frequency trading ac- 
tivities on these platforms are 
aged 30 and below, it said. 

While the secondhand 
economy offers economic 
benefits through cost savings, 
it holds significant implications 
in its ability to drastically lower 
carbon emissions and foster 
sustainable growth. 
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America Ferrera 


National treasure 


BY BLAKE LIVELY 


God blessed America. 

America Ferrera is an Oscar-nominated actress, 
activist, producer, director, writer, advocate, 
mother, wife, sister, daughter—you get the idea. 
There isn’t enough room on this page to include 
all her hyphenates. A simpler way of saying it is, 
America Ferrera is everything. 

She brings 980% of herself to all she touches, 
which elevates everyone around her to their 
highest selves. She transforms with every character 
she steps into. But the power of America is she 
doesn’t transform and disappear into a role as 
we're so trained to think we want—America 
transforms and appears. 

The world was awakened when they heard her as 
Gloria give the film-defining monologue in Barbie, 
discovering truths within themselves as they 
laughed, cried, and reveled. 

But for everyone who knows America as a 
person, we watched the world simply discover 
America. Our friend, our role model, our ally, our 
sister as she soared like only she does. 

That’s how she lives. How she speaks. How she 
challenges, and comforts. How she hurts, and heals. 
How she flies, and falls. How she loathes, and how 
she loves. 

She is a hot pink hypodermic needle of 
adrenaline right into the heart of everyone 
watching that film. And the effects are lifelong. I 
speak from experience. 

I’ve known America for 20 years exactly. Since 
I was 16 years old, that girl, and now woman, has 
been the example of what a friend is. What an artist 
is. What a human is. And I thank her. For sharing 
her life with me, and her talent with us all. 

God blessed America, but really, we are the 
blessed ones to live in the same time as her and her 
imprint on our world. The future is bright ... pink. 


Lively is an actor 
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Kennedy Odede 


Community builder 
BY SALMA HAYEK PINAULT 


| have done fieldwork all across the world— 
in South America, Central America, North 
America, the Middle East, India, and Africa. 
Even after working in Mother Teresa’s 
hospices in Calcutta, | can tell you the person 
who has most impressed me with their ability 
to make change is Kennedy Odede. 

Kennedy is living proof that individuals 
can lead themselves, and their communities, 
out of poverty. His background—a refugee 
growing up with no formal schooling in Kibera, 
one of the largest slums in Kenya—gives 
him a deep understanding of his community 
and others like it. And his work has earned 
him the trust and admiration of all those 
around him. Kennedy finds ingenious 
solutions: schools for the most vulnerable 
girls, training programs for men to combat 
domestic violence, safe houses for survivors, 
community libraries, employment programs, 
innovative clean-water kiosks, a community 
cooperative bank. There is no challenge he 
will not take on. He is an unstoppable force for 
justice. This dream of hope that started more 
than 20 years ago in his home in Kibera has 
now reached more than 3 million Kenyans and 
is rapidly becoming a blueprint that will one 
day, hopefully, reach the world—a movement 
for change led by the people themselves. 


Hayek Pinault is an Oscar-nominated actor 
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Ophelia Dahl 


Radical optimist 


BY JOHN GREEN 


Ophelia Dahl believes that a person’s 
lack of access to health care is caused 
by failures of human-built systems— 
and because these systems are built by 
humans, they can be fixed by humans. 
In the decades since Ophelia 
co-founded Partners in Health in 
1987, the organization has redefined 
community-based health care, offering 
a high-quality health care option 
to millions of impoverished people 
around the world. I am deeply inspired 
by Dahl’s belief that we simply don’t 
have to accept the injustice all around 
us. Even when everything feels 


hopeless and the world’s problems 
feel intractable, Ophelia has shown 
that together we can heal the sick, and 
the world. 

Whether it’s working to reduce 
maternal mortality or treat tubercu- 
losis, Ophelia is profoundly committed 
to the reduction of human suffering. 
Her message is clear: injustice has a 
cure, and, with Ophelia’s help, we are 
finding it. 

Green is an author and a trustee 
for Partners in Health 


Priyamvada 
Natarajan 
Understanding 
the universe 

BY SHEP DOELEMAN 


For astronomers, seeing 
evidence in the sky of 
something predicted from 
pure theory brings with 

it a special joy. A burst of 
excitement as a puzzle 
piece falls into place. 

In November, a novel 
approach developed 
years ago by Priyamvada 
Natarajan brought us 
closer to understanding 
a basic mystery in 
astronomy: How do the 
supermassive black holes 
that lurk at the centers 
of most galaxies form? 
She had speculated that 
they might have gotten 
ajump start in the very 
early universe if clouds 
of gas collapsed to form 
massive black-hole 
“seeds” that then grew 
within their host galaxies 
over billions of years. It 
took the piercing gaze of 
the James Webb Space 
Telescope to finally 
observe a galaxy so far 
back in cosmic time, and 
with a central black hole 
so massive, that what 
scientists saw could be 
explained naturally by 
Priya’s theory. 

Priya has a knack 
for pursuing the most 
creative research, and as 
a fellow astronomer, | am 
always inspired by her 
work. Her latest result 
takes us one step closer 
to understanding our 
cosmic beginnings. 


Doeleman is an 
astrophysicist and the 
founding director of the 
Event Horizon Telescope 
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Tsemberis 
Housing trailblazer 
BY ANN OLIVA 


In 1992, when Sam 
Tsemberis founded 
Pathways to Housing in 
New York City, people 
sleeping on the streets 
and experiencing intense 
traumas—such as 

deep poverty, domestic 
violence, or mental- 
health conditions—had 
to prove they were 
worthy of a roof over 
their heads before 
getting help. Sam threw 
that notion out the 
window. He listened to 
people experiencing 
homelessness, and 
found that safe and 
affordable housing was 
what they wanted first. 
Housing would provide 
the foundation needed to 
receive services and heal 
what they endured. His 
model, Housing First, has 
changed the lives of tens 
of thousands of people 
and is influencing policy 
in cities across the U.S. 
and the world—from 
Houston to Helsinki. 

By treating housing as 

a basic human right, 
Sam demonstrated that 
leading with humanity is 
the most effective path 
to ending homelessness. 


Oliva is CEO of National 
Alliance to End 
Homelessness 


Lesley Lokko 


Curating the future 


BY AVA DUVERNAY 


Lesley Lokko is one of those forces of 
nature who does many things well. She’s 
an acclaimed architect and academic, hav- 
ing established the University of Johannes- 
burg’s Graduate School of Architecture. 
But one of the things I love about her is 
that while she was thriving as a star in 

the architecture world, she was also writ- 
ing novels. Yes, she’s penned more than a 
dozen books chronicling tales of intrigue, 
romance, and adventure. Like I told you, 
force of nature. 

So when I met her in Venice last 
summer as the curator of the monumental 
Architecture Biennale, the industry’s 
largest festival, I was reliably dazzled by 
her brilliance and focus. The first person 
of African descent appointed to the 
esteemed position, she chose to call her 
singular showcase “The Laboratory of the 
Future.” This colossal exhibition included 
89 participants with over half from Africa 
or the African diaspora, giving voice toa 
new generation of artists. And it boasted 
complete gender parity. Like I told you, 
force of nature. 

And in January, Lesley won the Royal 
Institute of British Architects’ gold medal— 
the first Black woman to be so honored 
since its founding in 1848. Her extra- 
ordinary trajectory eviscerates the old 
world that had maintained a dominant 
perspective in architecture—one that she 
calls “a singular, exclusive voice, whose 
reach and power ignores huge swathes 
of humanity ... as though we have been 
listening and speaking in one tongue only.” 
Now, we hear hers. Lesley creates new land- 
scapes to reimagine access and impact and 
vision and vibrant futures. Her presence in 
the world of architecture is the very founda- 
tion upon which fresh perspectives and pas- 
sions will flourish. She is indeed a force of 
nature. A force for change. A force for good. 


DuVernay is an Oscar-nominated 
and Emmy-winning filmmaker 
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Patricof and 


Norah Weinstein 


Supporting 
families 
BY ZOE SALDANA 


Kelly Sawyer Patricof and Norah Weinstein 
are a dynamic duo who have made a 
significant impact on the lives of families 
who are struggling. Their dedication 

and tireless efforts to provide essential 
items for children through their work with 
Baby2Baby have helped so many families 
across the country—their passion for giving 
back is truly inspiring. Kelly and Norah’s 
leadership and vision have transformed 
Baby2Baby into a beacon of hope, providing 
items such as diapers, clothing, and other 
necessities to ensure that children have 
what they need to thrive. 

Through their collaborative efforts, Kelly 
and Norah have shown that when people 
come together with a shared goal of helping 
others, incredible things can happen. Their 
compassion, generosity, and dedication 
to making a difference serve as a powerful 
reminder of the impact one can have 
when driven by a desire to be of service. 
Thank you, Kelly Sawyer Patricof and Norah 
Weinstein, for your unwavering commitment 
to creating a brighter future for families 
inneed. 


Saldana is an actor and producer 
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Stuart 
Orkin 


Sickle cell Success 
BY ALICE PARK 


When Stuart Orkin began his career as a 
research scientist, it wasn’t clear whether 
genetic diseases could ever be cured. Nearly 
50 years later, Orkin’s research has led to 
the first gene therapy using CRISPR to treat 
sickle cell disease. Researchers knew that 
the disorder was caused by changes in 

the DNA code for the hemoglobin gene. It 
turned red blood cells from smooth disks 
into sticky, flattened, sickle-shaped cells that 
could clog up blood vessels and lead to life- 
threatening blockages. 

Orkin discovered a way to take advantage 
of a natural source of healthy globin—a 
genetic sequence that is turned on during 
fetal development but is silenced in adults. 
Researchers at CRISPR Therapeutics and Ver- 
tex Pharmaceuticals turned Orkin’s discovery 
into a treatment that the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration approved last December. The 
therapy uses the gene-editing tool CRISPR to 
turn the fetal-hemoglobin gene back on, giving 
patients more healthy blood cells and poten- 
tially curing them of their disease. 

But Orkin isn’t resting on his laurels. The 
therapy remains financially out of reach for 
most people, so he’s focused on finding a 
way to boost fetal hemoglobin with a pill. “We 
solved some of the problem, but really haven’t 
solved what we set out to solve, which is how 
to make not just a few people but a lot of 
people better,” he says. 


Park is a TIME senior correspondent 
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Asma Khan 


A taste of home 


BY PADMA LAKSHMI 


I met Asma Khan when she was a 
guest on Top Chef. She cooked a thali 
meal for our contestants, which they 
loved. Asma is a ball of energy with 

a wicked sense of humor. She’s the 
auntie you would have said was your 
favorite growing up. 

Her acclaimed London restaurant, 
Darjeeling Express, has an all-female 
kitchen. Most chefs are older South 
Asian immigrants who lack formal 
training. Asma is not only interested 
in doing the right thing, she’s a shrewd 
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businesswoman too. South Asian 
aunties know the cuisine best. Many 
Indian restaurants in the West have 
menus where everything kind of 
tastes the same. But Asma’s food is 
surprising. It doesn’t taste like res- 
taurant food—and that is the highest 
compliment. 

Asma has been featured on Chef’s 
Table and won all kinds of acclaim for 
her food, but she’s humble. I’m excited 
for Asma to start hosting the docu- 
mentary series Tiffin Stories, which 
will highlight food from the Indian 
diaspora. She will be a natural host: 
she’s hospitable, and genuinely cares 
about people. 


Lakshmi is an Emmy-nominated 
producer and host 


Sharon 
Lavigne 

Rising up 

BY WILLIAM BARBER II 


| met Sharon Lavigne 
when she invited me to 
come to St. James Parish, 
Louisiana, and stand with 
her community against a 
planned petrochemical 
plant. Sharon founded 
the advocacy group 

Rise St. James in 2018 
to draw attention to the 
environmental racism 
that has turned the 
community she loves 
into “Cancer Alley.” As a 
pastor, | recognized this 
gathering was more than 
arally; it was a graveside 
service for people who 
had died too soon. Family 
members stood with us, 
holding their loved ones’ 
pictures. “God did not call 
these men and women 
home,” I told them. “God 
will welcome them, for 
sure, but they should not 
be dead.” Rather than 
leave her home when 
corporations made ita 
valley of death, Sharon 
insisted this land would 
yet live. She has taught 
us that we must listen 

to the people of Cancer 
Alley, and she continues 
fighting for them every 
day. | thank God for her. 


Barber is president 

of Repairers of the 

Breach and co-chair of the 
Poor People’s Campaign: 
A National Call for 

Moral Revival 


Svetlana Mojsov, 
Joel Habener, 
and Dan Drucker 


Groundbreaking researchers 
BY ALICE PARK 


The advent of effective weight-loss 
medications like Wegovy is the culmination 
of years of teamwork. Scientists in Europe 
and the U.S., first working on diabetes 
drugs, made a critical connection between 
insulin and incretins, part of a family 

of gut hormones known as glucagons, 
thus helping them to understand how 

to manage blood-sugar levels and 

weight. At the University of Copenhagen, 
Jens Juul Holst noticed that after intestinal 
surgery, the hormone glucagon increased 
people’s insulin levels. Around the same 
time, Joel Habener and Dan Drucker, 

from Massachusetts General Hospital, 
discovered two forms of glucagon, including 
GLP-1, a form of which is now in Ozempic, 
Wegovy, Mounjaro, and Zepbound; and 
Svetlana Mojsov, a chemist, synthesized 
GLP-1 and developed antibodies against 

it for critical early studies. Drucker’s 
experiments pinpointed the specific parts 
of GLP-1 responsible for affecting insulin 
levels. Now GLP-1-based medications are 
approved in the U.S. to treat diabetes and 
obesity, and to reduce the risk of heart 
disease. And there’s more to come— 
researchers are studying other potential 
benefits of GLP-1 drugs, including lowering 
the risk of Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, kidney, 
and liver diseases. 


Park is a TIME senior correspondent 
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Yoshua Bengio 


Al godfather 


BY GEOFFREY HINTON 


Yoshua Bengio is a world leader in 

AI. Throughout his career, Yoshua’s 
research has been instrumental in 
shaping the world’s understanding 

of Al’s potential—and that same 
expertise has made his perspective 
more essential than ever. His 
pioneering research on deep learning 
laid the foundations for the current 
revolution in AI and earned him the 
2018 Turing Award—“the Nobel Prize 
of Computing” —alongside myself and 
Yann LeCun. Last year, Yoshua received 
Canada’s highest award for research, 
the Gerhard Herzberg Canada Gold 
Medal. He is the computer scientist 
with the greatest number of citations 
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and is ranked third among all 
disciplines for scientific impact. 
Yoshua has been concerned for 
many years with the social impact of 
artificial intelligence, contributing 
to the Montreal Declaration for the 
Responsible Development of AI. Over 
the past year, worried by the potential 
for catastrophic outcomes from future 
AI, he was vocal in global conversations 
on AI safety. He advised the U.N. 
Secretary-General and the U.K. AI 
Safety Institute, and took part in policy 
discussions with governments in North 
America, Asia, and Europe. 


Hinton is a cognitive psychologist 
and computer scientist 
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Introducing new Skechers Hands Free 
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